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In 1913, little Malka Treynovsky flees Russia with her family. Bedazzled by tales
of gold and movie stardom, she tricks them into buying tickets for America. Yet
no sooner do they land on the squalid Lower East Side of Manhattan, than Malka
is crippled and abandoned in the street.

Taken in by a tough-loving Italian ices peddler, she manages to survive through
cunning and inventiveness. As she learns the secrets of his trade, she begins to
shape her own destiny. She falls in love with a gorgeous, illiterate radical named
Albert, and they set off across America in an ice cream truck. Slowly, she
transforms herself into Lillian Dunkle, "The Ice Cream Queen" -- doyenne of an
empire of ice cream franchises and a celebrated television personality.

Lillian's rise to fame and fortune spans seventy years and is inextricably linked to
the course of American history itself, from Prohibition to the disco days of Studio
54. Yet Lillian Dunkle is nothing like the whimsical motherly persona she crafts
for herself in the media. Conniving, profane, and irreverent, she is a supremely
complex woman who prefers a good stiff drink to an ice cream cone. And when
her past begins to catch up with her, everything she has spent her life building is
at stake.
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stardom, she tricks them into buying tickets for America. Yet no sooner do they land on the squalid Lower
East Side of Manhattan, than Malka is crippled and abandoned in the street.

Taken in by a tough-loving Italian ices peddler, she manages to survive through cunning and inventiveness.
As she learns the secrets of his trade, she begins to shape her own destiny. She falls in love with a gorgeous,
illiterate radical named Albert, and they set off across America in an ice cream truck. Slowly, she transforms
herself into Lillian Dunkle, "The Ice Cream Queen" -- doyenne of an empire of ice cream franchises and a
celebrated television personality.

Lillian's rise to fame and fortune spans seventy years and is inextricably linked to the course of American
history itself, from Prohibition to the disco days of Studio 54. Yet Lillian Dunkle is nothing like the
whimsical motherly persona she crafts for herself in the media. Conniving, profane, and irreverent, she is a
supremely complex woman who prefers a good stiff drink to an ice cream cone. And when her past begins to
catch up with her, everything she has spent her life building is at stake.

The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel By Susan Jane Gilman Bibliography

Sales Rank: #743743 in Books●

Published on: 2014-06-10●

Released on: 2014-06-10●

Ingredients: Example Ingredients●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.38" h x 1.63" w x 6.50" l, 1.62 pounds●

Binding: Hardcover●

512 pages●

 Download The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel ...pdf

 Read Online The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0446578932


Download and Read Free Online The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel By Susan Jane
Gilman

Editorial Review

From Booklist
As a child, Malka Treynovsky unwittingly helps her father dupe her mother about their destination when
they flee the Russian pogroms for America, thus starting a life of deception that would become second
nature. After her father abandons the family and her mother loses her mind, Malka is hideously crippled in a
bizarre accident. In a scene straight out of Dickens, the orphaned invalid is adopted by an ambitious Italian
ice-cream vendor who renames her Lillian and transforms her into the image of a dutiful Catholic daughter.
When she falls in love with the movie-star-handsome Jewish immigrant Albert Dunkle, Lillian is cast out of
the family, but not before learning everything about the ice-cream business. As she and Bert build an empire
that catapults them, Forrest Gump–like, into the twentieth century’s biggest events, Lillian assumes the self-
proclaimed role of America’s Ice Cream Queen and vows to do whatever it takes to survive. Travel
memoirist Gilman (Undress Me in the Temple of Heaven, 2009) presents an ambitious and lavish immigrant
rags-to-riches-to-rags first novel rife with humor and moxie. --Carol Haggas

Review
"With a picaresque tone and first person narration reminiscent of Charles Dickens, Gilman's novel is a
delightful chronicle of New York history as seen through the eyes of the kind of person who built it and
turned it into what it eventually became....Lillian's rise and fall, her battles with kleptomania, alcoholism and
arrogance, is almost parallel to other great stories which literature has usually reserved for men. The Ice
Cream Queen of Orchard Street is sweet where it could've been corny, epic where it could've been overlong
and enchanting where it could've been contrived."?Popmatters.com

"Big-hearted . . . . [A] smart, darkly comic story, which is perfect for a summer weekend read. . . .Gilman
understands the great sweep of the 20th century, from life in a tenement on Orchard Street, to Italian
Communists, Joe McCarthy, McDonald's franchises, suburbanization and, of course, the history of ice cream
in America. She blends it in a delicious swirl, and adds a topical spin."?Chicago Tribune ("Editor's
Choice")

"Entertaining . . . . A rich confection . . . . Although this is Gilman's fiction debut, she knows how to tell a
sweeping story...Lillian Dunkle is sometimes sympathetic, sometimes reprehensible, but always fascinating.
And that, darlings, is all that matters in telling a good story."?Dallas Morning News

"A tasty summertime treat. . . . A rich literary feast of 31 flavors (and twice that many colors, scents and
sounds), Ice Cream Queen is a familiar schmatta-to-silk brocade story of immigrant New York.... Ice Cream
Queen is polished yet pointed, deceptively cheery but shaded in the sinister - an upside-down, funhouse treat.
In short, the kiddie-cup conclusion? You'll lick it up."?USA Today

"Magnificent . . . Distinctive, delicious prose...[A] fascinating ride through history...Gilman is a marvel at
researching, and The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street luxuriates in long chapters that gift its readers with
pure delight. The fun of history, when writing about it in the context of fiction, is the creativity afforded the
author and, clearly, Gilman has plenty of it. So don't wait! Dig in and ask for a big, heaping scoop of The Ice
Cream Queen of Orchard Street. And make sure you have real ice cream handy. You're going to want it.
Gilman makes sure of that."?Bookbrowse.com

"This page-turner of a book is a tart alternative to the usual sweet summer refreshment. . . . The author's
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research is meticulous. Gilman's Dickensian description of the Lower East Side of the early-20th century
conjures up the intensity of such classics as "The Rise of David Levinsky" or "Call it Sleep." . . . The
historical references are seamlessly woven into the story and add an extra topping to an already delightful
tale....Gilman's talent is taking sentimental stock characters and turning them inside out."?The Jewish Week

"An epic novel about a tough, determined immigrant girl who suffers more than her fair share of licks-but
who grows to become the greatest ice cream maker in America."?The Missourian

"A compelling, haunting story of an immigrant. . . . So well written, so rich in detail and such an honest
story. . . . Like an ice cream sundae in that it begs to be enjoyed slowly and appreciated for each new taste
and texture."?Deseret News

"A very enjoyable and insightful book. . . . The plot is a page-turner. . . . Anyone that wants a captivating
story with a lot of humor, sensitivity, and Jewish wit should read The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard
Street."?WorkingMother.com

"The writing is forceful, the travel is fun, and the characters are memorable, making this novel by award-
winning writer Susan Jane Gilman pretty much the perfect summer read."?The Christian Science Monitor
(a "Best Book of June" selection)

"We all scream [for] Susan Jane Gilman's novel, The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street."?TIME

"Like a glittering mound of ice cream on a sizzling mid-June afternoon, Susan Jane Gilman's fiction debut
will be a sweet delight to any summer reading list. In The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street, Gilman
wields a playful pen to craft a charming American odyssey staring feisty, irreverent protagonist Malka
Treynovsky....A lush cultural history."?Bustle (June 2014 Best Books list)

"Suspenseful and bittersweet. . . Gilman, who has a gift for realistic dialogue, has composed an incredibly
engrossing read."?Real Simple

"An outstanding fiction debut. . . . Gilman's numerous strengths are showcased, such as character-driven
narrative, a ready sense of wit, and a rich historical canvas."?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"An ambitious and lavish immigrant rags-to-riches-to-rags first novel rife with humor and moxie."?Booklist

"Take an unforgettable female protagonist, the classic immigrant story of the 20th century and a whole lot of
ice cream, and you have the perfect summer novel."?Claire Benedict, Montpelier Bridge (VT)

"With its vivid depictions of old New York City tenement life and its tale of the American ice cream
business set against the backdrop of the major events of the 20th century, this rags-to-riches saga will appeal
greatly to readers of American historical novels."?Library Journal

"The daughter of Russian Jewish immigrants, raised by Italians on New York's Lower East Side, Lillian
Dunkle is the archetypical American heroine, and THE ICE CREAM QUEEN OF ORCHARD STREET is
the story of America itself. Brash, brassy, and larger than life, it is a scintillating romp of a book."?Joshua
Henkin, author of The World Without You

"THE ICE CREAM QUEEN OF ORCHARD STREET is a wonderful read, by turns poignant and wickedly
funny. This is the immigrant story updated, with a brazenly re-imagined American anti-hero, and delicious



all along the way."?Kevin Baker, author of The Big Crowd and Paradise Alley

"Gilman mixes two of the world's best creations, ice cream and New York City, with brains, irreverence,
panoramic historical research, and a huge heart. Set aside a chunk of time when you scoop this wonderful
novel up, because you won't be able to put it back down."?Anne Korkeakivi, author of An Unexpected
Guest

"Picture a scrappy young immigrant who amasses fame and fortune through bone-grinding labor, canny
speculation, and the gift of gab, only to wind up a paranoid alcoholic mired in the trappings of luxury, in
trouble with the Feds for tax fraud. You pictured a man, right? Gotcha! This is the genius of THE ICE
CREAM QUEEN OF ORCHARD STREET: in a novel that condenses the innocence, the calculation, the
hope, and the delusions of twentieth-century America into one figure, Susan Jane Gilman taps a heroine to
do the heavy lifting. The scope is broad, the writing is sumptuous, and Lillian Dunkle née Malka Treynovsky
leaves Kane and Gatsby in the dust: she's a full-steam-ahead geyser tapped into the American life force
itself."?Ellis Avery, author of The Teahouse Fire

"This shrewd and lively novel tells us about those chasms between public success and private truths that
make up so much of American life. The energetic narrator, the ice cream queen, is a confidence-woman, and
her darkly comic story about life in the big city and in the media spotlight will give readers chills."?Charles
Baxter, author of The Soul Thief

About the Author

Susan Jane Gilman is the author of Hypocrite in a Pouffy White Dressand Kiss My Tiara. She has an MFA in
Creative Writing from the University of Michigan, and has written commentary for The New York Times,
The Los Angeles Times, and Ms. magazine, among others. Her fiction and essays have received several
literary awards. Though she lives in Geneva, Switzerland, she remains, eternally, a child of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Ice Cream Queen of
Orchard Street: A Novel to read.

Lorraine Prinz:

The book untitled The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel is the publication that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel from



the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mildred Olsen:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel
can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A
Novel.

Christopher Jorge:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street: A Novel when you essential it?
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