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Scientists agree that a pathogen is likely to cause a global pandemic in the near
future. But which one? And how?

Over the past fifty years, more than three hundred infectious diseases have either
newly emerged or reemerged, appearing in territories where they’ve never been
seen before. Ninety percent of epidemiologists expect that one of them will cause
a deadly pandemic sometime in the next two generations. It could be Ebola,
avian flu, a drug-resistant superbug, or something completely new. While we
can’t know which pathogen will cause the next pandemic, by unraveling the story
of how pathogens have caused pandemics in the past, we can make predictions
about the future. In Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and
Beyond, the prizewinning journalist Sonia Shah?whose book on malaria, The
Fever, was called a “tour-de-force history” (The New York Times) and
“revelatory” (The New Republic)?interweaves history, original reportage, and
personal narrative to explore the origins of contagions, drawing parallels between
cholera, one of history’s most deadly and disruptive pandemic-causing
pathogens, and the new diseases that stalk humankind today.

To reveal how a new pandemic might develop, Sonia Shah tracks each stage of
cholera’s dramatic journey, from its emergence in the South Asian hinterlands as
a harmless microbe to its rapid dispersal across the nineteenth-century world, all
the way to its latest beachhead in Haiti. Along the way she reports on the
pathogens now following in cholera’s footsteps, from the MRSA bacterium that
besieges her own family to the never-before-seen killers coming out of China’s
wet markets, the surgical wards of New Delhi, and the suburban backyards of the
East Coast.

By delving into the convoluted science, strange politics, and checkered history of
one of the world’s deadliest diseases, Pandemic reveals what the next global
contagion might look like? and what we can do to prevent it.
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Scientists agree that a pathogen is likely to cause a global pandemic in the near future. But which one? And
how?

Over the past fifty years, more than three hundred infectious diseases have either newly emerged or
reemerged, appearing in territories where they’ve never been seen before. Ninety percent of epidemiologists
expect that one of them will cause a deadly pandemic sometime in the next two generations. It could be
Ebola, avian flu, a drug-resistant superbug, or something completely new. While we can’t know which
pathogen will cause the next pandemic, by unraveling the story of how pathogens have caused pandemics in
the past, we can make predictions about the future. In Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to
Ebola and Beyond, the prizewinning journalist Sonia Shah?whose book on malaria, The Fever, was called a
“tour-de-force history” (The New York Times) and “revelatory” (The New Republic)?interweaves history,
original reportage, and personal narrative to explore the origins of contagions, drawing parallels between
cholera, one of history’s most deadly and disruptive pandemic-causing pathogens, and the new diseases that
stalk humankind today.

To reveal how a new pandemic might develop, Sonia Shah tracks each stage of cholera’s dramatic journey,
from its emergence in the South Asian hinterlands as a harmless microbe to its rapid dispersal across the
nineteenth-century world, all the way to its latest beachhead in Haiti. Along the way she reports on the
pathogens now following in cholera’s footsteps, from the MRSA bacterium that besieges her own family to
the never-before-seen killers coming out of China’s wet markets, the surgical wards of New Delhi, and the
suburban backyards of the East Coast.

By delving into the convoluted science, strange politics, and checkered history of one of the world’s
deadliest diseases, Pandemic reveals what the next global contagion might look like? and what we can do to
prevent it.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for Pandemic

"Shah's book should be required reading." ?The New York Review of Books

"The world’s ability to put the lid on pandemics has come a long way since the days when the plague,
cholera and smallpox ravaged unchecked. Ms Shah’s book is a superbly written account of how we got here
and what might await us." ?The Economist

"[Shah] has succeeded in producing a lively, rigorously researched and highly informative read." ?The Wall
Street Journal

“Investigative science journalist Shah (The Fever, 2011) is at it again, and if the words, and beyond, in her
latest book’s subtitle don’t grab a reader’s attention, they should . . . Yes, Shah is back and in rare form. And
this time it’s personal.”?Donna Chavez, Booklist (starred review)

“Shrewdly articulated . . . thought-provoking and well-documented” ?Nature Microbiology

“[A] grounded, bracingly intelligent study” ?Nature

“Shah proves a disquieting Virgil, guiding us through the hells ruled by [infectious diseases] . . . the power of
Shah's account lies in her ability to track simultaneously the multiple dimensions of the public-health crises
we are facing.” ?The Chicago Tribune

“In this absorbing, complex, and ominous look at the dangers posed by pathogens in our daily lives, science
journalist Shah (The Fever) cautions that there are no easy solutions . . . Shah’s warning is certainly
troubling, and this important medical and social history is worthy of attention?and action." ?Publishers
Weekly

Praise for The Fever

“An often rollicking read . . . Shah has put together an engrossing cast of doctors, malariologists and
historical figures.” ?TIM MORRISON, Time

“Sonia Shah ’s tour-de-force history of malaria will convince you that the real sound track to our collective
fate [is] the syncopated whine-slap, whine-slap of man and mosquito duking it out over the eons.”
?ABIGAIL ZUGER , M . D ., The New York Times

“This insightful book explores the human struggle with malaria not just from a scientific angle, which is
cogently detailed without being overwhelming, but also from sociological and anthropological perspectives .
. . Shah is to be commended.” ?DENNIS ROSEN, The Boston Globe

“The lessons of history should give us pause . . . Many [issues] are brilliantly exposed in Ms. Shah’s book .”
? W. F . B YNUM, The Wall Street Journal



“Meticulously researched and passionately written . . . One of this year ’s most significant science books for
the general reader.” ?DAVID WALTON, The Plain Dealer (Cleveland)

“A fascinating history . . . Insightful, even revelatory.” ?WENDY ORENT , The New Republic

About the Author
Sonia Shah is a science journalist and prizewinning author. Her writing on science, politics, and human
rights has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs, Scientific American,
and elsewhere, and she has been featured on Radiolab, Fresh Air, and TED.com, where her talk “Three
Reasons We Still Haven’t Gotten Rid of Malaria” has been viewed by more than a million people around the
world. Her 2010 book The Fever was long-listed for the Royal Society’s Winton Prize for Science Books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Parra:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and
Beyond. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and Beyond. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Pandemic: Tracking Contagions,
from Cholera to Ebola and Beyond. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Russell Diamond:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and Beyond your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and Beyond
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this



extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Elois Montgomery:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and Beyond
this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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