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“A rich and moving chronicle for our very present.” ?Julio Ortega, New
York Times Book Review

The United States is still typically conceived of as an offshoot of England, with
our history unfolding east to west beginning with the first English settlers in
Jamestown. This view overlooks the significance of America’s Hispanic past.
With the profile of the United States increasingly Hispanic, the importance of
recovering the Hispanic dimension to our national story has never been greater.

This absorbing narrative begins with the explorers and conquistadores who
planted Spain’s first colonies in Puerto Rico, Florida, and the Southwest.
Missionaries and rancheros carry Spain’s expansive impulse into the late
eighteenth century, settling California, mapping the American interior to the
Rockies, and charting the Pacific coast. During the nineteenth century Anglo-
America expands west under the banner of “Manifest Destiny” and consolidates
control through war with Mexico. In the Hispanic resurgence that follows, it is
the peoples of Latin America who overspread the continent, from the Hispanic
heartland in the West to major cities such as Chicago, Miami, New York, and
Boston. The United States clearly has a Hispanic present and future.

And here is its Hispanic past, presented with characteristic insight and wit by one
of our greatest historians.
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“A rich and moving chronicle for our very present.” ?Julio Ortega, New York Times Book Review

The United States is still typically conceived of as an offshoot of England, with our history unfolding east to
west beginning with the first English settlers in Jamestown. This view overlooks the significance of
America’s Hispanic past. With the profile of the United States increasingly Hispanic, the importance of
recovering the Hispanic dimension to our national story has never been greater.

This absorbing narrative begins with the explorers and conquistadores who planted Spain’s first colonies in
Puerto Rico, Florida, and the Southwest. Missionaries and rancheros carry Spain’s expansive impulse into
the late eighteenth century, settling California, mapping the American interior to the Rockies, and charting
the Pacific coast. During the nineteenth century Anglo-America expands west under the banner of “Manifest
Destiny” and consolidates control through war with Mexico. In the Hispanic resurgence that follows, it is the
peoples of Latin America who overspread the continent, from the Hispanic heartland in the West to major
cities such as Chicago, Miami, New York, and Boston. The United States clearly has a Hispanic present and
future.

And here is its Hispanic past, presented with characteristic insight and wit by one of our greatest historians.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Most high-school and college survey texts for U.S. history continue an Anglocentric approach, although
recent efforts have been made to acknowledge the contribution of non-English and non-European groups to
our cultural heritage. A giant swath of current U.S. territory, from California to Florida, was once part of the
Spanish Empire, and subsequently much of it was part of the Mexican Republic. Fernandez-Armesto, a
professor of history at Notre Dame, provides a useful and absorbing counterperspective. He utilizes a
chronological approach beginning with the first Spanish explorers and conquistadors in the sixteenth century
and finally analyzes the effects of the current “second Hispanic colonization” as our Latino population
surges. He touches on various aspects of Latin American achievements and contributions to our country. His
assertions that the U.S. should be and soon will be viewed as part of the broader Spanish-speaking American
continents is unlikely to win broad acceptance but will certainly provoke interesting debate. --Jay Freeman

Review
“With a lucid, engaging style, [Fernández-Armesto] seeks to understand the continuity between the Spanish
colonization and the fight for justice led by the Chicano movement in the sixties and by immigration
advocates today…This is an invitation to look at America in full!” (Ilan Stavans, general editor of The
Norton Anthology of Latino History)

“In enviably lyrical prose, Felipe Fernández-Armesto has written a bold and compelling synthesis of our
nation’s Hispanic past, from the Spanish arrival in the late fifteenth century to the current and contentious
debate over immigration reform. Marshaling famous and forgotten individuals and events, he reminds us that
there is much more to America’s story than simply Massachusetts Pilgrims and Virginia Cavaliers.” (Andrew
R. Graybill, director, Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University)

“A rich and moving chronicle …. Perhaps the first history to make the case for this nation’s becoming a
bright Latin American country.” (Julio Ortega - New York Times Book Review)

“Exceedingly well-written and engaging.” (Hector Tobar - Los Angeles Times)

“Triumphantly rescues Hispanic America from obscurity.” (The Economist)

“A valuable contribution to those seeking a broader understanding of U.S. history.” (Janet Napolitano - The
Wall Street Journal)

About the Author
Felipe Fernández-Armesto, the William P. Reynolds Professor of History at the University of Notre Dame, is
the author of Pathfinders: A Global History of Exploration and Our America: A Hispanic History of the
United States. He lives in South Bend, Indiana, and London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Joy Hanson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Our America: A Hispanic History of the United
States. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Our America: A Hispanic History of the United States. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jose Goodell:

This Our America: A Hispanic History of the United States are usually reliable for you who want to become
a successful person, why. The explanation of this Our America: A Hispanic History of the United States can
be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Our America: A Hispanic History of the United States forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Hennessy:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Our America:
A Hispanic History of the United States suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Our America: A Hispanic History of the United Statesis one of several
books which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with
this book.

Wayne Joseph:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Our America: A Hispanic History of the United States it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.
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