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This collection contains studies written by art historian James Ackerman over the
past decade. Whereas Ackerman's earlier work assumed a development of the
arts as they responded to social, economic, political, and cultural change, his
recent work reflects the poststructural critique of the presumption of progress that
characterized Renaissance and modernist history and criticism. In this book he
explores the tension between the authority of the past--which may act not only as
a restraint but as a challenge and stimulus--and the potentially liberating gift of
invention. He examines the ways in which artists and writers on art have related
to ancestors and to established modes of representation, as well as to
contemporary experiences.The "origins" studied here include the earliest art
history and criticism; the beginnings of architectural drawing in the Middle Ages
and Renaissance; Leonardo Da Vinci's sketches for churches, the first in the
Renaissance to propose supporting domes on sculpted walls and piers; and the
first architectural photographs. "Imitation" refers to artistic achievements that in
part depended on the imitation of forms established in practices outside the fine
arts, such as ancient Roman rhetoric and print media. "Conventions," like
language, facilitate communication between the artist and viewer, but are both
more universal (understood across cultures) and more fixed (resisting variation
that might diminish their clarity). The three categories are closely linked
throughout the book, as most acts of representation partake to some degree of all
three.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

This book untitled Origins, Imitation, Conventions: Representation in the Visual Arts to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book
from your list.

Carlee Smith:

Typically the book Origins, Imitation, Conventions: Representation in the Visual Arts has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Charlie Smith:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be Origins, Imitation, Conventions: Representation in the Visual Arts.

Curtis Miller:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Origins, Imitation, Conventions: Representation in the Visual Arts can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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