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Is culture simply a more or less set text we can learn to read? Since the early
1970s, the notion of culture-as-text has animated anthropologists and other
analysts of culture. Michael Silverstein and Greg Urban present this stunning
collection of cutting-edge ethnographies arguing that the divide between fleeting
discursive practice and formed text is a constructed one, and that the
constructional process reveals "culture" to those who can interpret it.

Eleven original essays of "natural history" range in focus from nuptial poetry of
insult among Wolof griots to case-based teaching methods in first-year law-
school classrooms. Stage by stage, they give an idea of the cultural processes of
"entextualization" and "contextualization" of discourse that they so richly
illustrate. The contributors' varied backgrounds include anthropology, psychiatry,
education, literary criticism, and law, making this collection invaluable not only
to anthropologists and linguists, but to all analysts of culture.
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Is culture simply a more or less set text we can learn to read? Since the early 1970s, the notion of culture-as-
text has animated anthropologists and other analysts of culture. Michael Silverstein and Greg Urban present
this stunning collection of cutting-edge ethnographies arguing that the divide between fleeting discursive
practice and formed text is a constructed one, and that the constructional process reveals "culture" to those
who can interpret it.

Eleven original essays of "natural history" range in focus from nuptial poetry of insult among Wolof griots to
case-based teaching methods in first-year law-school classrooms. Stage by stage, they give an idea of the
cultural processes of "entextualization" and "contextualization" of discourse that they so richly illustrate. The
contributors' varied backgrounds include anthropology, psychiatry, education, literary criticism, and law,
making this collection invaluable not only to anthropologists and linguists, but to all analysts of culture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michael Silverstein is the Samuel N. Harper Professor in the Departments of Anthropology, Linguistics, and
Psychology at the University of Chicago. Greg Urban is professor of anthropology at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Walker:

This Natural Histories of Discourse book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Natural Histories of Discourse without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Natural Histories of Discourse can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Natural Histories of Discourse having fine arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Paul Tirrell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Natural Histories of Discourse it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Gabriel Reyes:

Natural Histories of Discourse can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Natural Histories of Discourse although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.



James Yancey:

You can get this Natural Histories of Discourse by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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