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Cited by the Nobel Prize committee as the “crown” of Heinrich Böll’s work, the
gripping story of Group Portrait With Lady unspools like a suspenseful
documentary. Via a series of tense interviews, an unnamed narrator uncovers the
story—past and present—of one of Böll’s most intriguing characters, the
enigmatic Leni Pfeiffer, a struggling war widow.
 
At the center of her struggle is her effort to prevent the demolition of her
Cologne apartment building, a fight in which she is joined by a motley group of
neighbors. Along with her illegitimate son, Lev, she becomes the nexus of a
countercultural group rebelling against Germany’s dehumanizing past under the
Nazis ... and what looks to be an equally dehumanizing future under capitalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"His most grandly conceived [novel]...the magnum opus which so far crowns his work."
—The Nobel Prize Committee

“Extraordinary … A powerful work of the imagination.”
—The Los Angeles Times

“Böll combines a mammoth intelligence with a literary outlook that is masterful and unique.”
—Joseph Heller

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

About the Author
In 1972, Heinrich Böll became the first German to win the Nobel Prize for literature since Thomas Mann in
1929. Born in Cologne, in 1917, Böll was reared in a liberal Catholic, pacifist family. Drafted into the
Wehrmacht, he served on the Russian and French fronts and was wounded four times before he found
himself in an American prison camp. After the war he enrolled at the University of Cologne, but dropped out
to write about his shattering experiences as a soldier. His first novel, The Train Was on Time, was published
in 1949, and he went on to become one of the most prolific and important of post-war German writers. His
best-known novels include Billiards at Half-Past Nine (1959), The Clown (1963), Group Portrait with Lady
(1971), and The Safety Net (1979). In 1981 he published a memoir, What’s to Become of the Boy? or:
Something to Do with Books. Böll served for several years as the president of International P.E.N. and was a
leading defender of the intellectual freedom of writers throughout the world. He died in June 1985.

Translator LEILA VENNEWITZ was a distinguished translator of many other German authors, most
notably Hermann Hesse, Uwe Timm, Alexander Kluge, Alfred Andresch among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Lombard:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential
Heinrich Boll) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Marco Manuel:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Group Portrait with Lady
(The Essential Heinrich Boll) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Raymond Murray:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich Boll) book is readable simply
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich Boll) content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich
Boll) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Carmela Martin:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich
Boll) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich Boll) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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