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Now in paperback, the groundbreaking biography of the most influential
surgeon in American history.

“Gerald Imber’s new biography is the first retelling of Halstead’s story in many
decades and a particularly expert and thoughtprovoking narrative makes the
intense strangeness of Halstead’s subsequent career a gripping story.”

—Abigail Zuger, New York Times Science Section

Dr. William Stewart Halsted’s life was fascinating and complex. Halsted,
perhaps the most important surgeon America has ever produced, battled a
lifelong cocaine addiction and maintained numerous secret relationships while
simultaneously devising revolutionary medical innovations. Yet the story of
Halsted’s life, one of seemingly irreconcilable extremes, is in many ways the
story of modern medicine.

Before Halsted, poorly-trained doctors performed surgery without anesthesia in
unsanitary conditions and patients were rarely expected to survive. Halstead
transformed the medical practice by inventing local and spinal anesthesia;
introducing the use of rubber gloves during surgery; pioneering the use of fine
silk thread for sutures; developing techniques for stabilizing blood pressure
during surgery; and inventing the radical mastectomy, blood transfusions, and
surgical cures for hernias.

Genius on the Edge is an illuminating biography of a complex and troubled man
whose brilliance we continue to benefit
from today.
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“Gerald Imber’s new biography is the first retelling of Halstead’s story in many decades and a particularly
expert and thoughtprovoking narrative makes the intense strangeness of Halstead’s subsequent career a
gripping story.”

—Abigail Zuger, New York Times Science Section

Dr. William Stewart Halsted’s life was fascinating and complex. Halsted, perhaps the most important
surgeon America has ever produced, battled a lifelong cocaine addiction and maintained numerous secret
relationships while simultaneously devising revolutionary medical innovations. Yet the story of Halsted’s
life, one of seemingly irreconcilable extremes, is in many ways the story of modern medicine.

Before Halsted, poorly-trained doctors performed surgery without anesthesia in unsanitary conditions and
patients were rarely expected to survive. Halstead transformed the medical practice by inventing local and
spinal anesthesia; introducing the use of rubber gloves during surgery; pioneering the use of fine silk thread
for sutures; developing techniques for stabilizing blood pressure during surgery; and inventing the radical
mastectomy, blood transfusions, and surgical cures for hernias.

Genius on the Edge is an illuminating biography of a complex and troubled man whose brilliance we
continue to benefit
from today.

Genius on the Edge: The Bizarre Double Life of Dr. William Stewart Halsted By Gerald Imber MD
Bibliography

Sales Rank: #47201 in Books●

Published on: 2011-02-01●

Released on: 2011-02-01●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.00" h x 1.10" w x 6.00" l, 1.20 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

400 pages●



 Download Genius on the Edge: The Bizarre Double Life of Dr. ...pdf

 Read Online Genius on the Edge: The Bizarre Double Life of D ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1607148587


Download and Read Free Online Genius on the Edge: The Bizarre Double Life of Dr. William Stewart
Halsted By Gerald Imber MD

Editorial Review

From Booklist
Clearly an homage to the man to whom “virtually every academically affiliated surgeon can trace his or her
teachers,” teaching surgeon Imber’s effort is more than a biography. It is a scholarly reconstruction,
complete with historical perspective, of the life of a man who managed to revolutionize surgical practices
and, indeed, the entire field of surgery, while battling the enduring and debilitating consequences of self-
inflicted medical experimentation. To make surgery more efficient for surgeons, safer, and freer of pain for
patients, Halsted began to explore various methods of anesthesia, including the then recently discovered
drug, cocaine. He became addicted. Failure to kick that addiction played havoc with his professional life and
ultimately forced him to turn optimistically to heroin, generally thought at the time to be an effective
treatment. The result was lifelong heroin dependence, despite which he was eventually able to not only
function but also continue a brilliant career. Imber’s academic style and inclusive approach are solid but may
not appeal to all tastes. --Donna Chavez

Review

"Gerald Imber's new biography is the first retelling of Halsted's story in many decades and a particularly
expert and thought-provoking narrative makes the intense strangeness of Halsted's subsequent career a
gripping story."--Abigail Zuger, "New York Times "Science section
..".Dr. Gerald Imber's unpredictable and unflappable biography, an intrigue-filled life story that's also a
sweeping pop medical history, depicts an individual who was two different kinds of good - make that, great -
doctor." --Baltimore Sun
"With this engaging (if spectacularly subtitled) biography, Imber brings into focus the amazing strides
medicine has made over 150 years." --Publishers Weekly
"Imber provides a few other colorful details about Halsted: He named his dachshunds "Nip" and "Tuck" and
was such an indifferent college student that "there is no record of Halsted ever having borrowed a book from
the Yale library." He did crack a book during his senior year: Gray's "Anatomy," which inspired him to
pursue medicine." --Washington Post

"A gripping mixture of medical history and detailed biographical analysis.".." "--Huffington Post
"He provides a vivid sense of many "larger-than-life personalities," including those of William Welch,
William Osler, Howard Kelly, Harvey Cushing, and Walter Dandy. His powers of description are
compelling, and his carefully chosen words seem to let the monumental events speak for themselves. The
book is a must-read for residents. The residency of the 21st century is evolving from that of the 20th, but it
will be a long time before Halsted's imprint is no longer palpable." --Anesthesiology
"Gerald Imber has captured in one grisly sweep the barbarism of both early surgery and the manure-trodden
streets it grew from. Like Doctorow's RAGTIME, it's evocative in broad strokes....Not just for history buffs,
Imber gives any reader a character for the ages. Riveting." --Mary Karr, author of "The Liars' Club

"Gerald Imber's new biography is the first retelling of Halsted's story in many decades and a particularly
expert and thought-provoking narrative makes the intense strangeness of Halsted's subsequent career a
gripping story."--Abigail Zuger, "New York Times "Science section
..".Dr. Gerald Imber's unpredictable and unflappable biography, an intrigue-filled life story that's also a
sweeping pop medical history, depicts an individual who was two different kinds of good - make that, great -
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doctor." --Baltimore Sun
"With this engaging (if spectacularly subtitled) biography, Imber brings into focus the amazing strides
medicine has made over 150 years." --Publishers Weekly
"Imber provides a few other colorful details about Halsted: He named his dachshunds "Nip" and "Tuck" and
was such an indifferent college student that "there is no record of Halsted ever having borrowed a book from
the Yale library." He did crack a book during his senior year: Gray's "Anatomy," which inspired him to
pursue medicine." --Washington Post

"A gripping mixture of medical history and detailed biographical analysis.".." "--Huffington Post
"He provides a vivid sense of many "larger-than-life personalities," including those of William Welch,
William Osler, Howard Kelly, Harvey Cushing, and Walter Dandy. His powers of description are
compelling, and his carefully chosen words seem to let the monumental events speak for themselves. The
book is a must-read for residents. The residency of the 21st century is evolving from that of the 20th, but it
will be a long time before Halsted's imprint is no longer palpable." --Anesthesiology
"Gerald Imber has captured in one grisly sweep the barbarism of both early surgery and the manure-trodden
streets it grew from. Like Doctorow's RAGTIME, it's evocative in broad strokes....Not just for history buffs,
Imber gives any reader a character for the ages. Riveting." --Mary Karr, author of "The Liars' Club
"

Gerald Imber s new biography is the first retelling of Halsted s story in many decades and a particularly
expert and thought-provoking narrative makes the intense strangeness of Halsted s subsequent career a
gripping story. Abigail Zuger, "New York Times "Science section
Dr. Gerald Imber's unpredictable and unflappable biography, an intrigue-filled life story that's also a
sweeping pop medical history, depicts an individual who was two different kinds of good - make that, great -
doctor. Baltimore Sun
"With this engaging (if spectacularly subtitled) biography, Imber brings into focus the amazing strides
medicine has made over 150 years." Publishers Weekly
"Imber provides a few other colorful details about Halsted: He named his dachshunds "Nip" and "Tuck" and
was such an indifferent college student that "there is no record of Halsted ever having borrowed a book from
the Yale library." He did crack a book during his senior year: Gray's "Anatomy," which inspired him to
pursue medicine." Washington Post

A gripping mixture of medical history and detailed biographical analysis.".. " Huffington Post
He provides a vivid sense of many larger-than-life personalities, including those of William Welch, William
Osler, Howard Kelly, Harvey Cushing, and Walter Dandy. His powers of description are compelling, and his
carefully chosen words seem to let the monumental events speak for themselves. The book is a must-read for
residents. The residency of the 21st century is evolving from that of the 20th, but it will be a long time before
Halsted's imprint is no longer palpable. Anesthesiology
Gerald Imber has captured in one grisly sweep the barbarism of both early surgery and the manure-trodden
streets it grew from. Like Doctorow's RAGTIME, it's evocative in broad strokes .Not just for history buffs,
Imber gives any reader a character for the ages. Riveting. Mary Karr, author of "The Liars Club
""

About the Author
Dr. Gerald Imber is a well known plastic surgeon and authority on cosmetic surgery, and directs a private
clinic in Manhattan. An early proponent of prevention and minimally invasive procedures, he has devised
many popular anti-aging techniques, and is attending surgeon at New York Presbyterian Hospital and
assistant clinical professor of surgery at Weill-Cornell School of Medicine.



Dr. Imber has published many scientific papers and is a regular lecturer at professional meetings. He is also
the author of a number of “beauty books” and has written on many subjects for varied publications such as
Departures, and The Wall Street Journal, and appears regularly on network television.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Genius on the Edge: The
Bizarre Double Life of Dr. William Stewart Halsted. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Bridget Dell:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Genius on the Edge: The Bizarre Double Life of Dr.
William Stewart Halsted as your daily resource information.

Kyle Raya:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Genius on the Edge: The Bizarre
Double Life of Dr. William Stewart Halsted is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dawn Campbell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
studying a book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Genius on the
Edge: The Bizarre Double Life of Dr. William Stewart Halsted which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.
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