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This book presents the first comprehensive study of the collecting, consumption
and display of Chinese porcelain in Britain from the 16th to the 20th century, as
well as the impact of this activity on British culture. Beginning with the early
porcelains acquired as objects of exotica and vessels for the consumption of tea
and coffee, followed by porcelains for display in the country house interior, the
first part of this book reveals the role of porcelain in Britain’s developing
economic relations with China and the impact of this material on both daily life
and interior design. The subsequent diplomatic and political conflicts of the 18th
and 19th centuries provide a framework for an examination of British
consumption of Chinese porcelain as both spoils of war and iconic
representations of China, material which helped to shape and influence British
perceptions of China. The final section demonstrates how these perceptions of
China and its porcelain began to change significantly in the 20th century with
porcelains acquired as works of art and displayed publicly in museums.
Collectors in Britain began to specialise in this area and actively invented a
‘field’ of Chinese ceramics that was promulgated by learned societies and
culminated in the founding of a museum of Chinese ceramics in London by one
of the foremost British collectors, Sir Percival David, who donated his world
class collection to the University of London in 1950.
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This book presents the first comprehensive study of the collecting, consumption and display of Chinese
porcelain in Britain from the 16th to the 20th century, as well as the impact of this activity on British culture.
Beginning with the early porcelains acquired as objects of exotica and vessels for the consumption of tea and
coffee, followed by porcelains for display in the country house interior, the first part of this book reveals the
role of porcelain in Britain’s developing economic relations with China and the impact of this material on
both daily life and interior design. The subsequent diplomatic and political conflicts of the 18th and 19th
centuries provide a framework for an examination of British consumption of Chinese porcelain as both spoils
of war and iconic representations of China, material which helped to shape and influence British perceptions
of China. The final section demonstrates how these perceptions of China and its porcelain began to change
significantly in the 20th century with porcelains acquired as works of art and displayed publicly in museums.
Collectors in Britain began to specialise in this area and actively invented a ‘field’ of Chinese ceramics that
was promulgated by learned societies and culminated in the founding of a museum of Chinese ceramics in
London by one of the foremost British collectors, Sir Percival David, who donated his world class collection
to the University of London in 1950.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
The Author: Stacey Pierson is Curator of the Percival David Foundation of Chinese Art at the University of
London and a lecturer in Chinese Ceramics at the School of Oriental and African Studies. She completed a
Ph.D. in the History of Art at the University of Sussex on the subject of Percival David and the Field of
Chinese Art in Britain, 1920-1964.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Walton:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese
Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960.

Jason Young:

This Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese
Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese
Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Collectors, Collections and
Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jared Carter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the
Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 is kind of e-



book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Debbie Gray:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Collectors, Collections and Museums: The Field of
Chinese Ceramics in Britain, 1560-1960 can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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