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Kenya is a country of geopolitical and economic importance in East Africa. It
shares borders with unstable states such as Somalia and Sudan while being a hub
for trade, communication, finance, and transportation across the region. Although
relatively stable since its independence in 1963, the country still faces poverty,
inequality, and corruption. In addition, the contested election of 2007 led to
severe ethnic strife that tested its political stability, leading to a new constitution
in 2010.

This unique survey by a leading expert on the region provides a critical analysis
of the socio-economic development in Kenya from a political economy
perspective. It highlights Kenya's transition from being a centralized state to
having a clear separation of powers and analyzes key issues such as economic
growth, urbanization, corruption, and reform.

The book identifies Kenya's key socio-development problems and offers
solutions to improve both governance and economic performance, making it an
essential resource to researchers, academics, and policy makers working on
development issues and African politics.
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Kenya is a country of geopolitical and economic importance in East Africa. It shares borders with unstable
states such as Somalia and Sudan while being a hub for trade, communication, finance, and transportation
across the region. Although relatively stable since its independence in 1963, the country still faces poverty,
inequality, and corruption. In addition, the contested election of 2007 led to severe ethnic strife that tested its
political stability, leading to a new constitution in 2010.

This unique survey by a leading expert on the region provides a critical analysis of the socio-economic
development in Kenya from a political economy perspective. It highlights Kenya's transition from being a
centralized state to having a clear separation of powers and analyzes key issues such as economic growth,
urbanization, corruption, and reform.

The book identifies Kenya's key socio-development problems and offers solutions to improve both
governance and economic performance, making it an essential resource to researchers, academics, and policy
makers working on development issues and African politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is about the socio-economic development of Kenya from a political economy perspective. It is
divided into eight separate but interlinked chapters that provide a detailed account of the political and socio-
economic challenges Kenya faces; which include the country's historical context, the role of urbanization and
the informal sector in the economic growth process of the country, poverty and inequality, and corruption
among other challenges. The book also critically examines Kenya's political transition and the enactment of
the new constitution, which provides a framework for devolution of power from the centre to forty-seven
county-level administrations. It also highlights the causes and effects of the post-2007 election disputes that
sparked violent conflicts among rival political and ethnic groups and plunged the country into political
chaos, which tarnished Kenya's hard-earned reputation as a stable and prosperous democracy, a veritable
world class tourist destination. This book not only highlights Kenya's current socio-economic and political
problems, but it also provides policy prescriptions to address poor governance, poverty, inequality and
sluggish economic growth. The book is of immense value to scholars and policymakers, students and
representatives of international organizations that are interested in the political economy of Kenya." -Dr.
Asfaw Kumssa, Coordinator, United Nations Centre for Regional Development Africa Office, Kenya "The
Political Economy of Development in Kenya is written by a seasoned scholar of African studies and is
intended to make a significant and timely contribution to the debate on state reconstruction, peaceful
coexistence, and sustainable development in Kenya, in particular, and Africa in general. The book contains a
very refreshing, rigorous, informative, multidisciplinary and policy-relevant analysis of transition in Kenya
and provides practical and effective policy options for policymakers in Kenya and Africa. It breaks new
ground in that it emphasizes the importance of effective governance institutions to the fight against
corruption and other growth-inhibiting behaviors and provides well-reasoned policy options for promoting
economic growth and development. It differs significantly from previous efforts, which have failed to
provide a balanced treatment of the informal sector-the volume places the informal sector in its right context
and provides policymakers with options on how to strengthen this critical sector and bring it into the core of
the country's human development agenda. Although the volume is analytically very strong and extremely
rigorous, it is, nevertheless, very accessible to a wide audience. Each chapter contains not only clear and
well-documented analyses of various issues that deal with Kenya's transition to democratic governance and
sustainable development, but also well-articulated policy recommendations. Hence, the volume is useful, not
only for policymakers in Kenya and Africa, but also for the student of African political economy. Students at
colleges and universities globally who are seeking a text that provides a balanced and informative analysis of
Africa's struggle to achieve peaceful coexistence and sustainable development should find that this volume
meets and exceeds their expectations." -John Mukum Mbaku, J.D., Ph.D., Professor of Economics,
Department of Economics, Weber State University, Ogden, Utah, USA. "Hope's timely book provides an
original, comprehensive, engaging and thorough analysis of policy framework for sustaining development in
Kenya and within the context of the opportunities and environment provided by the 2010 constitution. This
succinct and comprehensive treatment of the political economy of development of Kenya should provide an
indispensable reading for scholars, development professionals and all those interested in the political
economy of development of Africa in general and Kenya in particular." - Bornwell.C.Chikulo, PhD,
Professor of Development Studies, North West University, South Africa
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juanita Hernandez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Political Economy of Development in Kenya. Try to face the
book The Political Economy of Development in Kenya as your good friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Caroline Hagemann:

The book The Political Economy of Development in Kenya make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Political
Economy of Development in Kenya for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like available and read a reserve The Political Economy of Development in Kenya. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jose Higham:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for people. The book The Political Economy of Development in Kenya had
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide The Political Economy of Development in Kenya is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Political Economy of
Development in Kenya. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Lynn Lambert:

The book untitled The Political Economy of Development in Kenya contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in



the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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