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What binds societies together and how can these social orders be structured in a
fair way? Jeffrey C. Alexander's masterful work, The Civil Sphere, addresses this
central paradox of modern life. Feelings for others--the solidarity that is ignored
or underplayed by theories of power or self-interest--are at the heart of this novel
inquiry into the meeting place between normative theories of what we think we
should do and empirical studies of who we actually are. Solidarity, Alexander
demonstrates, creates inclusive and exclusive social structures and shows how
they can be repaired. It is not perfect, it is not absolute, and the horrors which
occur in its lapses have been seen all too frequently in the forms of
discrimination, genocide, and war. Despite its worldly flaws and contradictions,
however, solidarity and the project of civil society remain our best hope: the
antidote to every divisive institution, every unfair distribution, every abusive and
dominating hierarchy. This grand, sweeping statement and rigorous empirical
investigation is a major contribution to our thinking about the real but ideal world
in which we all reside.
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others--the solidarity that is ignored or underplayed by theories of power or self-interest--are at the heart of
this novel inquiry into the meeting place between normative theories of what we think we should do and
empirical studies of who we actually are. Solidarity, Alexander demonstrates, creates inclusive and exclusive
social structures and shows how they can be repaired. It is not perfect, it is not absolute, and the horrors
which occur in its lapses have been seen all too frequently in the forms of discrimination, genocide, and war.
Despite its worldly flaws and contradictions, however, solidarity and the project of civil society remain our
best hope: the antidote to every divisive institution, every unfair distribution, every abusive and dominating
hierarchy. This grand, sweeping statement and rigorous empirical investigation is a major contribution to our
thinking about the real but ideal world in which we all reside.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Civil Sphere offers grand theorizing in ways that remind us of both what we are and what we can be.
Jeffrey Alexander offers sociology at least a place from which it may begin again."--The New Republic

"The Civil Sphere is [a] crowning achievement ... that masterfully reconnects the normative and the empirical
in ways that fill an important gap in our cultural discourse today ... A work of great importance, an enduring
contribution to the literature on civil society and democracy. Its influence will be felt in political, cultural,
and theoretical sociology for decades to come."--American Journal of Sociology

"[This] is a book about the need to place justice at the centre of the sociological enterprise... One of its most
distinctive and welcome features is its insistence that good social theories have a disclosing power that is
practically efficacious... Its most significant contribution...is its presentation of a strong vision of civil
society and the case it makes for taking up the project of civil repair. By arguing persuasively that the civil
sphere is a great achievement of Western modernity, and by encouraging us to work towards its realization,
the book itself is a remarkable achievement."--Philosophy and Social Criticisms

"A genuine masterpiece ... America's best, and best-known, social theorist defends the project of civil society
and its utopia of democratic inclusion--not only as an ideal, but also as an idea, which is already partly
institutionalized."--Constellations

"This subtle and hugely informative work ... offers not only acute theoretical discussion of the civil society
concept, but also generous and expansive accounts of social movements of race and gender, and the theory
and practice of multiculturalism and assimilation (two chapters on the Jewish experience are especially
compelling)."--Contemporary Sociology

The Civil Sphere offers a bold and original thesis about the critically important role that civil societies play in
Western democracies. Although I will challenge Alexander's thesis, it is important to state at the outset that
The Civil Sphere is a valuable book packed with rich social histories, lively engagements with ancient and
contemporary theories, and novel interpretations. There is much to be learned here about the historic and
sociological nature of racial, gender, and ethnic oppressions, and the struggles waged to over throw them."--
Aldon Morris Sociological Quarterly

"The Civil Sphere is truly a masterful and groundbreaking work, the rare and ambitious kind that does not



just contribute to one of the many ongoing conversations in sociology, but brings them together and reorients
them. It will undoubtedly confirm and reinforce Jeffrey Alexander's reputation as one of the foremost
sociological theorists of our day. Indeed, reading The Civil Sphere generated the same sense of intellectual
excitement that I experienced the first time I read Durkheim or Weber or Habermas--and for similar reasons:
The Civil Sphere addresses big and important questions about freedom, inequality, and solidarity."--Chad
Goldberg, Sociological Quarterly

"All sociologists, social scientists or writers probably nurture some secret ambition of writing a mega book
that will immortalize them by its originality, the persuasiveness of arguments, impact, or its sheer size. For
Jeffrey Alexander this is it. A magisterial book, a contribution to social theory that will be talked about,
criticized and never overlooked."--Asian Journal of Social Science

"The Civil Sphere is ... rich in its empirical descriptions and resourceful and suggestive in terms of its
conceptual and theoretical framework. The book will challenge and shape the discussions in cultural
sociology for many years to come."--Cultural Sociology

"From the point of view of contemporary sociology, one of its most distinctive and welcome features is its
judicious use of sociological theory and data to advance a particular vision of justice. As such it is a book
about the need to place justice at the centre of the sociological enterprise. From the point of view of
contemporary critical social theory, one of its most distinctive and welcome features is its insistence that
good social theories have a disclosing power that is practically efficacious. As such it is also a book about
the illuminating power of theory. Its most significant contribution, however, is its presentation of a strong
vision of civil society and the case it makes for taking up the project of civil repair. By arguing persuasively
that the civil sphere is a great achievement of Western modernity, and by encouraging us to work towards its
realization, the book itself is a remarkable achievement."--Philosophy and Social Criticisms

"The Civil Sphere is a major work that is going to change the state of the debate in many fields ... It aims to
provide a new theory of contemporary society, based on a new interpretation of solidarity [that] is a radical
challenge to political economy."--European Journal of Social Theory

"A tour de force of sociology, political science, and philosophy, [its] repercussions might be felt for decades
to come ... This is a book worth reading by both social scientists and the general public, for its
persuasiveness can inspire us to imagine that another world is possible"--Mediterranean Quarterly

"All sociologists, social scientists or writers probably nurture some secret ambition of writing a mega book
that will immortalize them by its originality, the persuasiveness of arguments, impact, or its sheer size. For
Jeffrey Alexander, this is it. A magisterial book, a contribution to social theory that will be talked about,
criticized and never overlooked."--Asian Journal of Social Science



"Jeffrey Alexander's The Civil Sphere is nothing less than an attempt to create a new theory of civil society
for the 21st century through an almost equally ambitious attempt to reground the discipline of
sociology."--Journal of Communication

"A major work of cultural and political sociology, exploring the possibilities of civility as action and civil
sphere as a public domain ... The Civil Sphere can taken as conclusive evidence that sociology is alive and
well, and more importantly relevant to modern social action."--Citizenship Studies

"The Civil Sphere is the best book in sociology that I have read in many years ... It will find its place on the
shelf with the other great classics of sociology. [A] great work."--Perspectives: Newsletter of the Theory
Section of the American Sociological Association

"The book is an exercise in forging theory as a tool for democratic practice."--Thesis Eleven

"Arguably the most probing and insightful examination of civil society in America since Tocqueville's
Democracy in America. He offers a penetrating and original causal interpretation of the success of the Civil
Rights Movement, and addresses with understanding and fresh perspective the question of Jewish
assimilation in post-civil rights America. Alexander's long awaited book establishes a new benchmark for
cultural sociology and social theory with its rigorous theoretical and historical analysis of transformative
societal change."--Victor Nee, Goldwin Smith Professor of Sociology, Cornell University

"Jeffrey Alexander's The Civil Sphere is the most important, effective, and readable book in his distinguished
career. A powerful and provocative account of civil society, this brilliant piece of theorizing is fueled by an
expansive moral vision. Alexander punctures the overblown claims of other thinkers both left and right, and
stunningly combines theoretical vigor with a subtle, becoming humility in the face of the best achievements
and most compelling aspirations of the civil sphere."--Michael Schudson, Professor of Communication,
University of California at San Diego

"An original portrait of civil society which addresses issues which must be addressed if we are to live in
peace with those unlike ourselves. The Civil Sphere is remarkable for its clarity and depth of exposition. All
readers will benefit from Alexander's ideas: he does not try to batter the reader into submission; instead, he
embodies the very ideal of civil society, by inviting the reader to argue with him. In sum, an extraordinary
and necessary book."--Richard Sennett, Professor of Sociology, The London School of Economics

"This is a Herculean labor in which Alexander not only deconstructs the discourse of 'civil society' but
reevaluates the entire tradition of political and social thought which attempted to establish, justify, and
actualize this abstract idea."--Hayden White, Professor Emeritus of the History of Consciousness, University
of California



"Long recognized as one of the world's foremost intellects, in The Civil Sphere Jeffrey Alexander delivers a
masterpiece. In this breathtakingly erudite tour of literature, history, philosophy, and social science
scholarship, from Hannah Arendt to Woody Allen, Alexander takes on in a single volume both foundational
questions of the human condition and the political exigencies of our day. The result is a book that will
wholly transform the conceptual landscape; from this point forward we will recognize that the civil sphere's
potential for social justice can only be an ongoing project, never a finished achievement."--Margaret R.
Somers, Professor of Sociology, University of Michigan

"The Civil Sphere is at once an energizing ideal for democratic society, and a source of violations of its own
ethos. Jeffrey Alexander's well-argued book identifies this crucial level on which liberal democratic societies
must operate and offers an insightful and non-reductive account of the struggles against such violations, for
what he calls 'civil repair'. He provides fascinating analyses, among other events, of the civil rights
movements, and of modern anti-Semitism."--Charles Taylor, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, McGill
University

About the Author
Jeffrey C. Alexander is Lillian Chavenson Saden Professor of Sociology at Yale University, and a Director
of the Center for Cultural Sociology. He is also the author of The Meanings of Social Life: A Cultural
Sociology (Oxford, 2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joe Stearns:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer
that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Civil Sphere to
read.

Pablo Cowart:

Here thing why this kind of The Civil Sphere are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Civil Sphere giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no book that similar with The Civil Sphere. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Civil Sphere in e-book can be your



alternate.

Jay Klein:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Civil
Sphere is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Alexander Goodman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Civil Sphere was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Civil Sphere has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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