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Magic is arguably the least understood subject in anthropology today. Exotic and
fascinating, it offers us a glimpse into another world but it also threatens to
undermine the foundations of anthropology due to its supposed irrational and
non-scientific nature. Magic has thus often been 'explained away' by social or
psychological reduction. The Anthropology of Magic redresses the balance and
brings magic, as an aspect of consciousness, into focus through the use of classic
texts and cutting-edge research.

Taking a new approach to some perennial topics in anthropology?such as
shamanism, mythology, witchcraft, and healing?the book raises crucial
theoretical and methodological issues to provide the reader with an engaging and
critical understanding of the dynamics of magic.
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supposed irrational and non-scientific nature. Magic has thus often been 'explained away' by social or
psychological reduction. The Anthropology of Magic redresses the balance and brings magic, as an aspect of
consciousness, into focus through the use of classic texts and cutting-edge research.

Taking a new approach to some perennial topics in anthropology?such as shamanism, mythology, witchcraft,
and healing?the book raises crucial theoretical and methodological issues to provide the reader with an
engaging and critical understanding of the dynamics of magic.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book invites students of anthropology on a journey of discovery both academic and personal.
Greenwood gently persuades that 'magic' is capable of rigorous analytic treatment, while also giving them
the tools to begin doing this themselves. She provides a clear, systematic and attractive approach to complex
and difficult issues.” ?Professor Geoffrey Samuel, University of Cardiff

“The Anthropology of Magic is an exceptional book. Written by an ethnographer who is simultaneously a
scholar and a practitioner of magic, it explores academic debates about the history and nature of magic and
reveals what magical practitioners say and do. The language sparkles with inner knowing and outer
sophistication.” ?Barbara Tedlock, Distinguished Professor, Department of Anthropology, State University
of New York at Buffalo.

About the Author

Susan Greenwood is Visiting Senior Research Fellow at University of Sussex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Princess Bequette:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Anthropology of Magic book
since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Alyson Ward:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
others. When you read this The Anthropology of Magic, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.



John Yates:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book The Anthropology of Magic it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

William Harris:

Exactly why? Because this The Anthropology of Magic is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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