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In the growing field of comparative criminal justice, the Nordic countries are
regularly used as exceptions to the global move towards growing rates of
imprisonment and tougher, less welfare-oriented crime-control policies.

Why are the Nordic penal institutions viewed as so ‘different’ from a non-Nordic
vantage point? Are Nordic prisons and penal policies in fact positive exceptions
to the general rule? If they are, what exactly are the exceptional qualities, and
why are the Nordic societies lucky enough to have them? Are there important
overlooked examples of Nordic ‘bad practice’ in the penal area? Could there be a
specifically Nordic way of doing prison research, contributing to the gap between
internal and external perspectives?

In considering – among others – the above questions, this book explores and
discusses the Nordic jurisdictions as contexts for the specific penal policies and
practices that may or may not be described as exceptional.

Written by leading prison scholars from the Nordic countries as well as selected
researchers from the English-speaking world ‘looking in’, this book will be
particularly useful for students of criminology and practitioners across the Nordic
countries, but also of relevance in a wider geographical context.
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In the growing field of comparative criminal justice, the Nordic countries are regularly used as exceptions to
the global move towards growing rates of imprisonment and tougher, less welfare-oriented crime-control
policies.

Why are the Nordic penal institutions viewed as so ‘different’ from a non-Nordic vantage point? Are Nordic
prisons and penal policies in fact positive exceptions to the general rule? If they are, what exactly are the
exceptional qualities, and why are the Nordic societies lucky enough to have them? Are there important
overlooked examples of Nordic ‘bad practice’ in the penal area? Could there be a specifically Nordic way of
doing prison research, contributing to the gap between internal and external perspectives?

In considering – among others – the above questions, this book explores and discusses the Nordic
jurisdictions as contexts for the specific penal policies and practices that may or may not be described as
exceptional.

Written by leading prison scholars from the Nordic countries as well as selected researchers from the
English-speaking world ‘looking in’, this book will be particularly useful for students of criminology and
practitioners across the Nordic countries, but also of relevance in a wider geographical context.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Are Nordic countries a penal paradise, characterized by low confinement rates and humane prisons,
or the vectors of more subtle and penetrating forms of punishment than meet the eye? Will they jump
on the punitive bandwagon or offer a viable pathway to penal moderation for other nations to take?
This collection brings together insider and outsider perspectives from diverse disciplines to tackle
these issues. The result is a lively contribution to comparative criminology that will help displace the
United States from its meridian position in international debates on the penal state.' – Loïc Wacquant,
author of Prisons of Poverty and Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity

'This excellent and deeply thought provoking collection of essays (responding to John Pratt’s work on
Scandinavian penal exceptionalism) is both critically important and importantly critical. It is critically
important because so many penal scholars and reformers are looking to the Nordic countries in order
to find clues about how to foster and develop more moderate and progressive penal policies and
practices. Given the academic and political significance of these inter-related projects, it is all the more
vital that this collection subjects claims of Nordic exceptionalism and Nordic penal moderation to such
searching, balanced and nuanced critical scrutiny. The result is an intriguing and challenging book
that challenges and enriches analyses of Nordic penality, and which, if it is read as widely as it
deserves to be, will also challenge and enrich the project of comparative penology itself.' – Fergus
McNeill, Professor of Criminology and Social Work, University of Glasgow

About the Author

Thomas Ugelvik is a post-doctoral research fellow at the Department of Criminology and Sociology of Law
at the University of Oslo, Norway. His Ph.D. is an ethnography of prisoner-subjectivation processes in and
through the everyday life and power struggles of the institution. His research interests also include crime and
the media, gender issues, and cultural criminology. He has published on violence against prison officers,
power/resistance relationships in prison, and masculinity theory.

Jane Dullum is a post-doctoral research fellow at the Department of Criminology and Sociology of Law at
the University of Oslo, Norway. In her Ph.D. she analysed the development of the psychiatric institutions in
Norway, with a special focus on the decarceration of the mentally ill. She has done research on economic
crime, restorative justice, topics regarding the rule of law, prisons and prison education, and miscarriages of
justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Garcia:

This book untitled Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice to be one of several books



which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book
from your list.

Donald Wexler:

This Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Penal
Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that will?

Julie Moore:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Penal
Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Melanie Fox:

Beside that Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice in your phone, it could give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!

Download and Read Online Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison
Policy and Practice From Routledge #H5JGF2EWSOB



Read Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice
From Routledge for online ebook

Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge books to
read online.

Online Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge
ebook PDF download

Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge Doc

Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge Mobipocket

Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge EPub

H5JGF2EWSOB: Penal Exceptionalism?: Nordic Prison Policy and Practice From Routledge


