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Over the last several decades, mathematical models have become central to the
study of social evolution, both in biology and the social sciences. But students in
these disciplines often seriously lack the tools to understand them. A primer on
behavioral modeling that includes both mathematics and evolutionary theory,
Mathematical Models of Social Evolution aims to make the student and
professional researcher in biology and the social sciences fully conversant in the
language of the field.

Teaching biological concepts from which models can be developed, Richard
McElreath and Robert Boyd introduce readers to many of the typical
mathematical tools that are used to analyze evolutionary models and end each
chapter with a set of problems that draw upon these techniques. Mathematical
Models of Social Evolution equips behaviorists and evolutionary biologists with
the mathematical knowledge to truly understand the models on which their
research depends. Ultimately, McElreath and Boyd’s goal is to impart the
fundamental concepts that underlie modern biological understandings of the
evolution of behavior so that readers will be able to more fully appreciate journal
articles and scientific literature, and start building models of their own.
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Over the last several decades, mathematical models have become central to the study of social evolution,
both in biology and the social sciences. But students in these disciplines often seriously lack the tools to
understand them. A primer on behavioral modeling that includes both mathematics and evolutionary theory,
Mathematical Models of Social Evolution aims to make the student and professional researcher in biology
and the social sciences fully conversant in the language of the field.

Teaching biological concepts from which models can be developed, Richard McElreath and Robert Boyd
introduce readers to many of the typical mathematical tools that are used to analyze evolutionary models and
end each chapter with a set of problems that draw upon these techniques. Mathematical Models of Social
Evolution equips behaviorists and evolutionary biologists with the mathematical knowledge to truly
understand the models on which their research depends. Ultimately, McElreath and Boyd’s goal is to impart
the fundamental concepts that underlie modern biological understandings of the evolution of behavior so that
readers will be able to more fully appreciate journal articles and scientific literature, and start building
models of their own.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Evolutionary arguments are increasingly used as explanations in a wide range of human sciences -
psychology, economics, anthropology - as well as in biology itself. However, these arguments are frequently
employed on the basis of a secondhand understanding of the principles by which they are derived. This is the
first book to provide a thorough but accessible grounding in the methods underlying the major topics in the
evolution of social behavior. It should become required study for graduate students in evolution and human
behavior." - Daniel Nettle, Newcastle University"

About the Author

Richard McElreath is associate professor of anthropology at the University of California, Davis. Robert
Boyd is professor of anthropology at the University of California, Los Angeles, and coauthor of Not by
Genes Alone, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
Mathematical Models of Social Evolution: A Guide for the Perplexed suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Mathematical Models of Social
Evolution: A Guide for the Perplexedis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Vincent Johnson:

Mathematical Models of Social Evolution: A Guide for the Perplexed can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Mathematical Models of Social Evolution: A Guide for the Perplexed nevertheless doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.



Stephany Garcia:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Mathematical Models of Social Evolution: A Guide for the Perplexed was
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Mary Adams:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Mathematical Models of Social Evolution: A Guide
for the Perplexed was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Mathematical
Models of Social Evolution: A Guide for the Perplexed has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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