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Winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature

Elizabeth Costello is a distinguished and aging Australian novelist whose life is
revealed through an ingenious series of eight formal addresses. Vividly imagined
and masterfully wrought in unerring prose, this is, on its surface, the story of a
woman's life as mother, sister, lover, and writer. Yet it is also a profound and
haunting meditation on the nature of storytelling that only a writer of Coetzee's
caliber could accomplish.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For South African writer J.M. Coetzee, winner of two Booker Prizes and the 2003 Nobel Prize for Literature,
the world of receiving literary awards and giving speeches must be such a commonplace that he has put the
circuit at the center of his book, Elizabeth Costello. As the work opens, in fact, the eponymous Elizabeth, a
fictional novelist, is in Williamstown, Pennsylvania, to receive the Stowe Award. For her speech at the
Williamstown's Altona College she chooses the tired topic, "What Is Realism?" and quickly loses her
audience in her unfocused discussion of Kafka. From there, readers follow her to a cruise ship where she is
virtually imprisoned as a celebrity lecturer to the ship's guests. Next, she is off to Appleton College where
she delivers the annual Gates Lecture. Later, she will even attend a graduation speech.

Coetzee has made this project difficult for himself. Occasional writing--writing that includes graduation
speeches, acceptance speeches, or even academic lectures--is a less than auspicious form around which to
build a long work of fiction. A powerful central character engaged in a challenging stage of life might sustain
such a work. Yet, at the start, Coetzee declares that Elizabeth is "old and tired," and her best book, The
House on Eccles Street is long in her past. Elizabeth Costello lacks a progressive plot and offers little
development over the course of each new performance at the lectern. Readers are given Elizabeth fully
formed with only brief glimpses of her past sexual dalliances and literary efforts.

In the end, Elizabeth Costello seems undecided about its own direction. When Elizabeth is brought to a final
reckoning at the gates of the afterlife, she begins to suspect that she is actually in hell, "or at least purgatory:
a purgatory of clichés." Perhaps Coetzee's Elizabeth Costello, which can be read as an extended critique of
clichéd writing, is a portrait of this purgatory. While some readers may find Coetzee's philosophical prose
sustenance enough on the journey, some will turn back at the gate. --Patrick O'Kelley

From Publishers Weekly
Even more uncompromising than usual, this latest novel by Coetzee (his first since 1999's Booker Prize-
winning Disgrace) blurs the bounds of fiction and nonfiction while furthering the author's exploration of
urgent moral and aesthetic questions. Elizabeth Costello, a fictional aging Australian novelist who gained
fame for a Ulysses-inspired novel in the 1960s, reveals the workings of her still-formidable mind in a series
of formal addresses she either attends or delivers herself (an award acceptance speech, a lecture on a cruise
ship, a graduation speech). This ingenious structure allows Coetzee to circle around his protagonist,
revealing her preoccupations and contradictions her relationships with her son, John, an academic, and her
sister, Blanche, a missionary in Africa; her deep, almost fanatical concern with animal rights; her conflicted
views on reason and realism; her grapplings with the human problems of sex and spirituality. The specters of
the Holocaust and colonialism, of Greek mythology and Christian morality, and of Franz Kafka and the
absurd haunt the novel, as Coetzee deftly weaves the intense contemplation of abstractions with the everyday
life of an all-too-human body and mind. The struggle for self-expression comes to a wrenching climax when
Elizabeth faces a final reckoning and finds herself at a loss for words. This is a novel of weighty ideas,
concerned with what it means to be human and with the difficult and seductive task of making meaning. It is
a resounding achievement by Coetzee and one that will linger with the reader long after its reverberating
conclusion.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
Billed as fiction, this puzzling book by the new Nobel laureate in literature is more nebulously a collection of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


essays, all but two previously published, embedded within the story of an aging novelist, Elizabeth Costello,
as she goes on the lecture circuit. Costello first appeared in Coetzee's slender 1999 volume "The Lives of
Animals," in which she delivered a college address on animal rights, and that text is reprised here as part of
eight "lessons" that she must give or receive, ranging in subject from literary realism to the problem of evil.
Coetzee's work has always been distinguished by cerebral rigor, which in his strongest novels propels
narratives of claustrophobic and often savage intimacy. But here he seems to have lost faith in the power of
storytelling; his heroine's journey takes place almost entirely in the realm of the mind, and the effect is that
of exploring a cold, depopulated planet.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Elizabeth Costello was making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide Elizabeth Costello is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship while using book Elizabeth Costello. You never experience lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Teresa Sullivan:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Elizabeth Costello book
since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sean Lee:

The publication untitled Elizabeth Costello is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of Elizabeth Costello from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jose Chapman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this



modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Elizabeth Costello when you needed it?
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