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The flourishing of photography as a medium in the mid-19th century coincided
with a rise in curiosity about China on the part of the Western world.  As the
number of foreigners living and traveling in China increased, early photographs
of China were taken by and for an international audience. Among the
Celestials assembles 250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the
19th century and first half of the 20th, captured by the Western camera lens. The
photographs portray the gritty side of the country as well as stunning views of
palaces, temples, harbors, and gardens. This juxtaposition of the sordid and the
serene provides a multidimensional picture of China’s physical and social
landscape before Mao Zedong’s ascent to power changed the country forever.
The photographs, many published here for the first time, are both beautiful and
moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history
associated with a time of significant historical change. 
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The flourishing of photography as a medium in the mid-19th century coincided with a rise in curiosity about
China on the part of the Western world.  As the number of foreigners living and traveling in China increased,
early photographs of China were taken by and for an international audience. Among the Celestials assembles
250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the 19th century and first half of the 20th, captured by
the Western camera lens. The photographs portray the gritty side of the country as well as stunning views of
palaces, temples, harbors, and gardens. This juxtaposition of the sordid and the serene provides a
multidimensional picture of China’s physical and social landscape before Mao Zedong’s ascent to power
changed the country forever. The photographs, many published here for the first time, are both beautiful and
moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history associated with a time of
significant historical change. 
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Among the Celestials assembles 250 fascinating images of China in the second half of the 19th century and
the first half of the 20th, captured by the Western camera lens. . .This juxtaposition of the sordid and the
serene provides a multi-dimensional picture of China’s physical and social landscape before Mao Zedong’s
ascent to power changed the country forever. The photographs, many published here for the first time, are
both beautiful and moving, and together offer a new understanding of a social and cultural history associated
with a time of significant historical change.’—The Independent on Sunday
 
(The Independent on Sunday 2014-09-21)

About the Author

Ferry Bertholet is an artist, author, and collector. Lambert van der Aalsvoort is an historian, author, and
collector. Régine Thiriez is a researcher in 19th-century photography in China.  

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Conrad Degregorio:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds).

William Burns:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Among the Celestials:
China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Frank Jorge:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new



details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds), it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Larry Gregg:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book Among the Celestials: China in Early Photographs (Mercatorfonds). You can add your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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