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As we experience a significant increase in the price of petroleum, energy experts
caution us to the coming of a time when easily accessed petroleum will begin to
decline. The United States is confronted with the challenge of meeting current
energy demands in the face of a declining and unstable energy supply.

Alternative Energy systematically explores the most viable alternative sources of
energy, discussing the technical, political, economic, and social feasibility of
each technology in understandable terms. In addition, the book discusses the
history of energy policy, as well as current policy. Intended for courses in energy
and public policy, as well as for those interested in developing energy-efficient
plans for sustainable communities, Alternative Energy will help laypersons
become active participants in making future energy choices for their
communities. Includes an interactive model of alternative energy mixes and
estimated prices.
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challenge of meeting current energy demands in the face of a declining and unstable energy supply.

Alternative Energy systematically explores the most viable alternative sources of energy, discussing the
technical, political, economic, and social feasibility of each technology in understandable terms. In addition,
the book discusses the history of energy policy, as well as current policy. Intended for courses in energy and
public policy, as well as for those interested in developing energy-efficient plans for sustainable
communities, Alternative Energy will help laypersons become active participants in making future energy
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Editorial Review

Review
A comprehensive introduction to alternative energy sources and their political, economic, and social
feasibility. The topic is important, and there is much of value in Simon's evenhanded presentation of the
vulnerabilities and advantages of each source (e.g., geothermal, solar, wind). Simon has produced an
accessible, accurate description of how alternative energy sources work and the obstacles to their broader
adoption. His book is a significant contribution to the literature. Highly recommended. General readers;
students, lower-division undergraduate and up; researchers and practitioners. (CHOICE)

This book is packed with information on most of the major alternative energy sources. Especially useful will
be the end-of-chapter summaries and the references. Controversial subjects are treated with an even hand.
(John Reynolds, University of Oregon)

Americans face a major challenge in the coming decades of reformulating their public policies to reflect a
world in which fossil fuels are no longer plentiful, easily accessible and relatively inexpensive to prepare for
market and ultimate consumption. The economics, the basic science, and the cultural and political dynamics
associated with public policy reformulation in the area of alternative energy sources are indeed complex?and
the challenge is appropriately framed as a 'wicked problem' by Christopher Simon in this excellent
monograph. Simon should be commended for his artful framing of this issue, and for his fair and even-
handed assessment of the public policy options facing citizens and policymakers alike as we struggle to
assure future generations of a quality of life at least as good as that we have enjoyed during our period of
stewardship over the planet's resources. I can recommend this well-informed overview of the alternative
energy challenges which lie ahead for our country without reservation, and in confidence that the readers of
this volume will find it at once informative and insightful. (Nicholas P. Lovrich, Jr., Claudius O. and Mary
W. Johnson Distinguished Professor of Political Science, and director, Division of Governmental Studies
and)

This book takes a persuasive, broad view of the coming paradigmatic shift towards a sustainable energy
future. Dr. Simon views this transition as the outcome of interactions among market forces of stakeholder
dynamics, values evolution and institutional redesign. (T. R. Lakshmanan, director, Center for
Transportation Studies; Professor, Department of Geography and Environment; Executive Director, Center
for)

About the Author
Christopher A. Simon is associate professor of political science at the University of Nevada, Reno. He is
the author of Public Policy: Preferences and Outcomes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Logsdon:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share



their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this Alternative Energy: Political, Economic, and Social Feasibility.

Elena Sparrow:

The reason? Because this Alternative Energy: Political, Economic, and Social Feasibility is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Emily Sandlin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Alternative Energy: Political, Economic,
and Social Feasibility publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Alternative Energy:
Political, Economic, and Social Feasibility as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Thomas Pilcher:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Alternative Energy: Political, Economic, and Social Feasibility we can get more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Alternative Energy:
Political, Economic, and Social Feasibility. You can more pleasing than now.
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