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This important new book, by one of the leading social historians in France today,
analyses the changing meaning of rape through numerous case studies across the
centuries.

The book begins with a history of the relative tolerance of sexual violence in
early modern France, and the tendency to condemn the victims by enveloping
them in the shame of the act. It then traces the changing legal attitudes to sexual
violence at the end of the eighteenth century, and the slow recognition of the role
of moral violence in rape in the nineteenth century. Vigarello also stresses the
importance of the new medical jurisprudence and the introduction of forensic
psychiatry into the courtroom.

But despite the increased number of convictions in the nineteenth century, it was
only after the campaigns conducted by feminists in the twentieth century that the
true gravity of rape as a crime against women's integrity was fully recognized. As
a result, acts of sexual violence are no longer assessed in terms of the risk of
debauchery, but in terms of the risk of 'psychic murder' and inner damage.

A History of Rape is a valuable resource for students and scholars of social
history, and anyone interested in changing attitudes to sexuality and sexual
violence
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Editorial Review

Review
"Presents an excellent social interpretation of rape and sexual violence ... easy and interesting to read.
Although the examination of rape takes place in France, the major themes of the book are applicable to most
Western countries. It is extremely well researched and a valuable resource to anyone interested in changing
attitudes to sexuality and sexual crimes."
Medical Sociology News

"Littered with interesting insights."
Times Literary Supplement

"Georges Vigarello has written a fascinating sensitive and nonsensational history of rape and sexual violence
in France over the course of the last five centuries ... this English translation is a welcome edition for all
scholars interested in what society, the courts, the law, and culture considered as rape or sexual violence ...
Vigarello is to be highly commended for undertaking this difficult research and for producing an importnant
work on the subject."
American Historical Review

"An excellent survey of the evolution of popular, learned, and juridical attitudes toward rape, this work is
suitable for students as well as scholars."
The Historian

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Back Cover
This important new book, by one of the leading social historians in France today, analyses the changing
meaning of rape through numerous case studies across the centuries.

The book begins with a history of the relative tolerance of sexual violence in early modern France, and the
tendency to condemn the victims by enveloping them in the shame of the act. It then traces the changing
legal attitudes to sexual violence at the end of the eighteenth century, and the slow recognition of the role of
moral violence in rape in the nineteenth century. Vigarello also stresses the importance of the new medical
jurisprudence and the introduction of forensic psychiatry into the courtroom.

But despite the increased number of convictions in the nineteenth century, it was only after the campaigns
conducted by feminists in the twentieth century that the true gravity of rape as a crime against women's
integrity was fully recognized. As a result, acts of sexual violence are no longer assessed in terms of the risk
of debauchery, but in terms of the risk of 'psychic murder' and inner damage.

A History of Rape is a valuable resource for students and scholars of social history, and anyone interested in
changing attitudes to sexuality and sexual violence



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A History of Rape: Sexual Violence in France from
the 16th to the 20th Century book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lorraine Woodward:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled A History of Rape: Sexual Violence in France
from the 16th to the 20th Century can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mary Norman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking A History of Rape: Sexual
Violence in France from the 16th to the 20th Century that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick A History of Rape: Sexual Violence in France
from the 16th to the 20th Century become your own personal starter.

Edna Davis:

This A History of Rape: Sexual Violence in France from the 16th to the 20th Century is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having A History of Rape: Sexual Violence in France from the 16th to the 20th
Century in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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