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In What Photography Is, James Elkins examines the strange and alluring power
of photography in the same provocative and evocative manner as he explored oil
painting in his best-selling What Painting Is. In the course of an extended
imaginary dialogue with Roland Barthes's Camera Lucida, Elkins argues that
photography is also about meaninglessness--its apparently endless capacity to
show us things that we do not want or need to see--and also about pain, because
extremely powerful images can sear permanently into our consciousness.
Extensively illustrated with a surprising range of images, the book demonstrates
that what makes photography uniquely powerful is its ability to express the
difficulty--physical, psychological, emotional, and aesthetic--of the act of seeing.
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In What Photography Is, James Elkins examines the strange and alluring power of photography in the same
provocative and evocative manner as he explored oil painting in his best-selling What Painting Is. In the
course of an extended imaginary dialogue with Roland Barthes's Camera Lucida, Elkins argues that
photography is also about meaninglessness--its apparently endless capacity to show us things that we do not
want or need to see--and also about pain, because extremely powerful images can sear permanently into our
consciousness. Extensively illustrated with a surprising range of images, the book demonstrates that what
makes photography uniquely powerful is its ability to express the difficulty--physical, psychological,
emotional, and aesthetic--of the act of seeing.
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Editorial Review

Review

'The most exciting feature for me of this fascinating book was its articulation of the importance of
writing in our engagement with photography. Writing for Elkins means the capacity to elicit articulate
intensity in the tracking of the intricate turns and balances that can, and should, take place in a mind
responding to expressive non-discursive materials. Here the distinctive feature of photography as a
medium is not the punctum or the pursuit of sublimity but the photograph's powers for producing
self-reflexive attention to how the work makes us see our own seeing--a power that is at risk when we
become proud of the rhetorics that displace what the engagements of distinctive writing can bring to
our attention.' -  Charles Altieri, University of California, Berkeley

'In an impassioned dialogue with Roland Barthes, Jim Elkins argues that photography is not "about"
representation and memory?those aspects of the Barthean punctum; rather, photography is "at war
with our attention." If we focus on its essential materiality and physicality, photography shows us
things we would often prefer not to see?the "splotches and stains, cracks, unpleasant shadows, errant
dust" in our natural environment as well as the human pain too hard to look at and yet unavoidably
there. What is given by photography is the "grainy substance of the world" in all its irritating
contradictions, its "displeasures"--the aporias that make the act of seeing itself so difficult. Elkins’s
disillusioned meditation on how photography actually works upon the viewer is as original as it is
profound.'  Marjorie Perloff, author of Radical Artifice: Writing Poetry in the Age of Media and Unoriginal
Genius: Poetry by Other Means in the 21st Century

About the Author

James Elkins is E.C. Chadbourne Chair in the Department of Art History, Theory, and Criticism at the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. He is the author of Pictures and Tears, How to Use Your Eyes, Stories
of Art, Visual Studies, Why Are Our Pictures Puzzles, Our Beautiful, Dry, and Distant Texts, On the Strange
Place of Religion in Contemporary Art, and Master Narratives and Their Discontents, all published by
Routledge.

He is editor of Art History Versus Aesthetics, Photography Theory, Landscape Theory, The State of Art
Criticism, and Visual Literacy, all published by Routledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Hough:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,



probably you will require this What Photography Is.

Larry Jones:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This What Photography Is is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Constance Argueta:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book What Photography Is it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Clara Duke:

You can get this What Photography Is by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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