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Now in its eighth edition, this classic text by Ronald B. Adler and George
Rodman retains the enduring features that have made it the best-selling
introductory human communication text on the market: an engaging and reader-
friendly writing style; an inviting visual design with marginal quotations,
cartoons, photographs, newspaper clippings, and supplemental readings on every
page; up-to-date information on technology, gender, and cultural diversity; and
everyday applications based on solid research and theory. Maintaining the quality
of presentation and student-focused pedagogy that have characterized previous
editions, this new edition features updated examples, coverage of current
communication theory, entirely new student-oriented sample speeches with new
commentaries, and a commitment to equipping students with effective
communication skills that will matter and make a difference in their everyday
lives.

NEW TO THE EIGHTH EDITION
Improved Design and Pedagogy
· Each chapter now opens with a list of cognitive and behavioral objectives so
that students know precisely what they need to learn.
· Activities are now integrated into the text--adjacent to the concepts they
complement--allowing students to apply the material more easily to their lives.

New Feature Film Profiles
· Using a medium that students already know and love, Understanding Human
Communication, Eighth Edition, integrates current movies into instruction to
effectively teach concepts and principles. New films include:
· Cast Away
· Shallow Hal
· Pay It Forward
· You've Got Mail
· Clueless
· At First Sight
· Patch Adams
· Dangerous Minds
· Almost Famous

New Sidebar Topics
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· "Understanding Diversity" Sidebars show students how communication
principles apply to people from different backgrounds. New topics include:
- doing business across cultures
- non-western views of modern medicine
- deafness and identity
· "Understanding Communication Technology" Sidebars teach students how new
technologies can expand and improve communication. New topics include:
- identity management on the Internet
- strategies for expressing emotions online
- using the World Wide Web to deliver difficult messages
- communicating in "virtual groups" on the web
- software to improve group decision-making

New Material on Public Speaking
The sample speeches in chapters 10, 11, 13, and 14 are completely new and
accompanied by commentaries provided by the student speakers in addition to
the authors' explanations.
· This edition places greater emphasis on student informative speaking and
includes a sample student speech.
· This edition contains expanded guidelines for personalizing an informative
speech.

Updated and Expanded Research and Examples
Throughout the new edition, many topics have been added, expanded, or updated
to reflect current information and contemporary theory. For example:
· Chapters 1-2
- how communication shapes and manages identity
- how narratives shape perceptions and frameworks for shared understanding
- how some communication aims at coordination, but not necessarily
understanding
· Chapter 3
- similarities and differences between male and female communication styles
- how children's names affect their identities
- examples of contemporary slang and jargon
· Chapter 4
- personal listening styles
- the importance of listening in professional and personal life
- how cultural differences shape listening
- how communicators offer social support to others
· Chapters 5-6
- deceptive communication
- when and why people disclose personal information
· Chapters 10-14
- new demographic analyses of today's audiences
- the role of human communication in contemporary world events
- the new student activism
· Media Appendix
- Cumulative Effects Theory
- how different theories lead to the observation of different effects



- how the media contributes to changes in language styles over time
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Editorial Review

Review
Understanding Human Communication provides students with the material they need to know to become
competent communicators in the 21st century. Patricia Carr Connell, Gadsden State Community College,
Alabama I have used this book for several semesters with great success. Students like it, I like it, and it
provides the most basic communication concepts without oversimplifying or trivializing the material. B.
Hannah Rockwell, Loyola University Chicago

About the Author
Ronald B. Adler, Professor of Communication, Santa Barbara City College. George Rodman, Professor of
Television and Radio, CUNY, Brooklyn College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Understanding Human Communication. Try to face the
book Understanding Human Communication as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Carmen Fields:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Understanding Human
Communication? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other
opinion?

Emanuel Douglas:

The book Understanding Human Communication make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Understanding
Human Communication to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a



e-book Understanding Human Communication. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Reta Zimmer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn.
Understanding Human Communication can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.
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