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Over the past century and with varying degrees of success, China has tried to
integrate Tibet into the modern Chinese nation-state. In this groundbreaking
work, Gray Tuttle reveals the surprising role Buddhism and Buddhist leaders
played in the development of the modern Chinese state and in fostering relations
between Tibet and China from the Republican period (1912-1949) to the early
years of Communist rule. Beyond exploring interactions between Buddhists and
politicians in Tibet and China, Tuttle offers new insights on the impact of modern
ideas of nationalism, race, and religion in East Asia.

After the fall of the Qing dynasty in 1911, the Chinese Nationalists, without the
traditional religious authority of the Manchu Emperor, promoted nationalism and
racial unity in an effort to win support among Tibetans. Once this failed, Chinese
politicians appealed to a shared Buddhist heritage. This shift in policy reflected
the late-nineteenth-century academic notion of Buddhism as a unified world
religion, rather than a set of competing and diverse Asian religious practices.

While Chinese politicians hoped to gain Tibetan loyalty through religion, the
promotion of a shared Buddhist heritage allowed Chinese Buddhists and Tibetan
political and religious leaders to pursue their goals. During the 1930s and 1940s,
Tibetan Buddhist ideas and teachers enjoyed tremendous popularity within a
broad spectrum of Chinese society and especially among marginalized Chinese
Buddhists. Even when relationships between the elite leadership between the two
nations broke down, religious and cultural connections remained strong. After the
Communists seized control, they continued to exploit this link when exerting
control over Tibet by force in the 1950s. And despite being an avowedly atheist
regime, with the exception of the Cultural Revolution, the Chinese communist
government has continued to recognize and support many elements of Tibetan
religious, if not political, culture.

Tuttle's study explores the role of Buddhism in the formation of modern China
and its relationship to Tibet through the lives of Tibetan and Chinese Buddhists
and politicians and by drawing on previously unexamined archival and
governmental materials, as well as personal memoirs of Chinese politicians and
Buddhist monks, and ephemera from religious ceremonies.
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Over the past century and with varying degrees of success, China has tried to integrate Tibet into the modern
Chinese nation-state. In this groundbreaking work, Gray Tuttle reveals the surprising role Buddhism and
Buddhist leaders played in the development of the modern Chinese state and in fostering relations between
Tibet and China from the Republican period (1912-1949) to the early years of Communist rule. Beyond
exploring interactions between Buddhists and politicians in Tibet and China, Tuttle offers new insights on
the impact of modern ideas of nationalism, race, and religion in East Asia.

After the fall of the Qing dynasty in 1911, the Chinese Nationalists, without the traditional religious
authority of the Manchu Emperor, promoted nationalism and racial unity in an effort to win support among
Tibetans. Once this failed, Chinese politicians appealed to a shared Buddhist heritage. This shift in policy
reflected the late-nineteenth-century academic notion of Buddhism as a unified world religion, rather than a
set of competing and diverse Asian religious practices.

While Chinese politicians hoped to gain Tibetan loyalty through religion, the promotion of a shared Buddhist
heritage allowed Chinese Buddhists and Tibetan political and religious leaders to pursue their goals. During
the 1930s and 1940s, Tibetan Buddhist ideas and teachers enjoyed tremendous popularity within a broad
spectrum of Chinese society and especially among marginalized Chinese Buddhists. Even when relationships
between the elite leadership between the two nations broke down, religious and cultural connections
remained strong. After the Communists seized control, they continued to exploit this link when exerting
control over Tibet by force in the 1950s. And despite being an avowedly atheist regime, with the exception
of the Cultural Revolution, the Chinese communist government has continued to recognize and support many
elements of Tibetan religious, if not political, culture.

Tuttle's study explores the role of Buddhism in the formation of modern China and its relationship to Tibet
through the lives of Tibetan and Chinese Buddhists and politicians and by drawing on previously
unexamined archival and governmental materials, as well as personal memoirs of Chinese politicians and
Buddhist monks, and ephemera from religious ceremonies.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paulette Rodriguez:

Here thing why this specific Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern China are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern China giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern China. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Tibetan
Buddhists in the Making of Modern China in e-book can be your alternative.

Tamiko Harmon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Tibetan Buddhists in
the Making of Modern China suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The book untitled Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern Chinais the main one of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Bernice Martinez:

The book untitled Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of Modern China contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Jennifer Fountain:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Tibetan Buddhists in the Making of



Modern China can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Tibetan Buddhists in the Making
of Modern China.
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