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Columbia's guides to postwar African literature paint a unique portrait of the
continent's rich and diverse literary traditions. This volume examines the rapid
rise and growth of modern literature in the three postcolonial nations of
Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Zambia. It tracks the multiple political and economic
pressures that have shaped Central African writing since the end of World War II
and reveals its authors' heroic efforts to keep their literary traditions alive in the
face of extreme poverty and AIDS.

Adrian Roscoe begins with a list of key political events. Since writers were
composing within both colonial and postcolonial contexts, he pays particular
attention to the nature of British colonialism, especially theories regarding its
provenance and motivation. Roscoe discusses such historical figures as David
Livingstone, Cecil Rhodes, and Sir Harry Johnston, as well as modern power
players, including Robert Mugabe, Kenneth Kaunda, and Kamuzu Banda. He
also addresses efforts to create a literary-historical record from an African
perspective, an account that challenges white historiographies in which the
colonized was neither agent nor informer.

A comprehensive alphabetical guide profiles both established and emerging
authors and further illustrates issues raised in the introduction. Roscoe then
concludes with a detailed bibliography recommending additional reading and
sources. At the close of World War II the people of Central Africa found
themselves mired in imperial fatigue and broken promises of freedom. This
fueled a desire for liberation and a major surge in literary production, and in this
illuminating guide Roscoe details the campaigns for social justice and political
integrity, for education and economic empowerment, and for gender equity,
participatory democracy, rural development, and environmental care that
characterized this exciting period of development.
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Columbia's guides to postwar African literature paint a unique portrait of the continent's rich and diverse
literary traditions. This volume examines the rapid rise and growth of modern literature in the three
postcolonial nations of Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Zambia. It tracks the multiple political and economic
pressures that have shaped Central African writing since the end of World War II and reveals its authors'
heroic efforts to keep their literary traditions alive in the face of extreme poverty and AIDS.

Adrian Roscoe begins with a list of key political events. Since writers were composing within both colonial
and postcolonial contexts, he pays particular attention to the nature of British colonialism, especially theories
regarding its provenance and motivation. Roscoe discusses such historical figures as David Livingstone,
Cecil Rhodes, and Sir Harry Johnston, as well as modern power players, including Robert Mugabe, Kenneth
Kaunda, and Kamuzu Banda. He also addresses efforts to create a literary-historical record from an African
perspective, an account that challenges white historiographies in which the colonized was neither agent nor
informer.

A comprehensive alphabetical guide profiles both established and emerging authors and further illustrates
issues raised in the introduction. Roscoe then concludes with a detailed bibliography recommending
additional reading and sources. At the close of World War II the people of Central Africa found themselves
mired in imperial fatigue and broken promises of freedom. This fueled a desire for liberation and a major
surge in literary production, and in this illuminating guide Roscoe details the campaigns for social justice and
political integrity, for education and economic empowerment, and for gender equity, participatory
democracy, rural development, and environmental care that characterized this exciting period of
development.
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Editorial Review

Review

Knowledgeably compiled by Adrian Roscoe... [It's] so useful with its wealth of background information:
Literary, historical, cultural and political.

(Martin Rubin Washington Times)

An extremely valuable record of literary achievement... Highly recommended.

(CHOICE)

Any library that covers African studies or comparative literature will be well-advised to invest in this one.

(Bob Duckett Reference Reviews)

Review

This is a truly excellent book and will come to be seen as the key text in the field. Adrian Roscoe's writing is
lucid, eloquent, and often witty. Individual author entries are exemplary in their combination of biography,
brief but cogent analysis of primarytexts, which unfailingly highlights the essential qualities and
achievements of each author, and recommendations for further reading. Any library with an interest in
Africana should be expected to acquire it.

(Chris Dunton, professor of English and dean of humanities, National University of Lesotho)

About the Author

Before his retirement in 2000, Adrian Roscoe was Senior Professor and Head of the Department of English
Studies at the University of the North (South Africa). He is the author of Mother is Gold (Cambridge, 1977),
Uhuru's Fire (Cambridge, 1988) and The Quiet Chameleon (with Mpalive-Hangson Msiska, Hans Zel Pub,
1992)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The
Columbia Guide to Central African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to Literature
Since 1945)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time



with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Susan Ford:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Columbia
Guide to Central African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945).

Cheree Rodriquez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled The Columbia Guide to Central African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to
Literature Since 1945) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The
Columbia Guide to Central African Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to Literature
Since 1945) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Sallie Farris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Columbia Guide to Central African
Literature in English Since 1945 (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still doubt The Columbia Guide to Central African Literature in English Since 1945 (The
Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content.
This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.
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