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Programming the Absolute discusses the notorious opposition between absolute
and program music as a true dialectic that lies at the heart of nineteenth-century
German music. Beginning with Beethoven, Berthold Hoeckner traces the
aesthetic problem of musical meaning in works by Schumann, Wagner, Liszt,
Mahler, and Schoenberg, whose private messages and public predicaments are
emblematic for the cultural legacy of this rich repertory.

After Romanticism had elevated music as a language "beyond" language, the
ineffable spurred an unprecedented proliferation of musical analysis and
criticism. Taking his cue from Adorno, Hoeckner develops the idea of a
"hermeneutics of a moment," which holds that musical meaning crystallizes only
momentarily--in a particular passage, a progression, even a single note. And such
moments can signify as little as a fleeting personal memory or as much as the
whole of German music.

Although absolute music emerged with a matrix of values--the integrity of the
subject, the aesthetic autonomy of art, and the intrinsic worth of high culture--
that are highly contested in musicology today, Hoeckner argues that we should
not completely discard the ideal of a music that continues to offer moments of
transcendence and liberation.

Passionately and artfully written, Hoeckner's quest for an "essayistic musicology"
displays an original intelligence willing to take interpretive risks. It is a
provocative contribution to our knowledge about some of Europe's most
important music--and to contemporary controversies over how music should be
understood and experienced.
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Programming the Absolute discusses the notorious opposition between absolute and program music as a true
dialectic that lies at the heart of nineteenth-century German music. Beginning with Beethoven, Berthold
Hoeckner traces the aesthetic problem of musical meaning in works by Schumann, Wagner, Liszt, Mahler,
and Schoenberg, whose private messages and public predicaments are emblematic for the cultural legacy of
this rich repertory.

After Romanticism had elevated music as a language "beyond" language, the ineffable spurred an
unprecedented proliferation of musical analysis and criticism. Taking his cue from Adorno, Hoeckner
develops the idea of a "hermeneutics of a moment," which holds that musical meaning crystallizes only
momentarily--in a particular passage, a progression, even a single note. And such moments can signify as
little as a fleeting personal memory or as much as the whole of German music.

Although absolute music emerged with a matrix of values--the integrity of the subject, the aesthetic
autonomy of art, and the intrinsic worth of high culture--that are highly contested in musicology today,
Hoeckner argues that we should not completely discard the ideal of a music that continues to offer moments
of transcendence and liberation.

Passionately and artfully written, Hoeckner's quest for an "essayistic musicology" displays an original
intelligence willing to take interpretive risks. It is a provocative contribution to our knowledge about some of
Europe's most important music--and to contemporary controversies over how music should be understood
and experienced.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Hermeneutics of the moment, both musical and historical, is the subject of this excellent book. . . . Closely
argued and full of fresh, interesting observations, Hoeckner moves the discourse on hermeneutics to new
level."--Choice

From the Inside Flap
"Programming the Absolute is an extraordinarily ambitious, impressive, and remarkable document. It
addresses a topic of real moment, so to speak, in romantic and postromantic music, one with far-reaching
historical implications. It also addresses a number of deep-seated anxieties in current musicological thought
and in that sense couldn't be more urgent or timely. It is a wonderful, often beautiful book."--Brian Hyer,
University of Wisconsin-Madison

"This is an important book that many in music will profit from confronting. It is a performative work,
embodying and recreating what it wishes to argue. It is also an exercise in hermeneutics and critical theory
that shows how our own thought might be enriched by considering the problematics of musical utterance--a
welcome emphasis."--James Hepokoski, Yale University

From the Back Cover

"Programming the Absolute is an extraordinarily ambitious, impressive, and remarkable document. It
addresses a topic of real moment, so to speak, in romantic and postromantic music, one with far-reaching
historical implications. It also addresses a number of deep-seated anxieties in current musicological thought
and in that sense couldn't be more urgent or timely. It is a wonderful, often beautiful book."--Brian Hyer,
University of Wisconsin-Madison

"This is an important book that many in music will profit from confronting. It is a performative work,
embodying and recreating what it wishes to argue. It is also an exercise in hermeneutics and critical theory
that shows how our own thought might be enriched by considering the problematics of musical utterance--a
welcome emphasis."--James Hepokoski, Yale University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Kelly:

Here thing why this particular Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the
Hermeneutics of the Moment. are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
really depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Programming the
Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment. giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with
Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment.. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even



in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the
Moment. in e-book can be your option.

Billy Gallardo:

Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment. can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the
Hermeneutics of the Moment. nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Cheryl Kirkland:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the
Hermeneutics of the Moment. why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Joseph Lafond:

The book untitled Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of
the Moment. contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice read.
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