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A volume in International Review of History Education Series Editor Peter Lee,
Rosalyn Ashby, Stuart Foster As educators in the United States and Europe
develop national history standards for K-12 students, the question of what to do
with national history canons is a subject of growing concern. Should national
canons still be the foundation for the teaching of history? Do national canons
develop citizenship or should they be modified to accommodate the new realities
of globalization? Or should they even be discarded outright? These questions
become blurred by the debates over preserving national heritages, by so-called
'history wars' or 'culture wars,' and by debates over which pedagogical
frameworks to use. These canon and pedagogical debates often overlap, creating
even more confusion. A misconceived "skills vs. content" debate often results.
Teaching students to think chronologically and historically is not the same as
teaching a national heritage or a cosmopolitan outlook. But what exactly is the
difference? Policy-makers and opinion leaders often confuse the pedagogical
desirability of using a 'framework' for studying history with their own efforts to
reaffirm the centrality of national identity rooted in a vision of their nation's
history as a way of inculcating citizenship and patriotism. These are the issues
discussed in this volume." Today's students are citizens of the world and must be
taught to think in global, supranational terms. At the same time, the traditionalists
have a point when they argue that the ideal of the nation-state is the cultural glue
that has traditionally held society together, and that social cohesion depends on
creating and inculcating a common national culture in the schools. From an
educational perspective, the problem is how to teach chronological thinking at
all. How are we to reconcile the social, political and intellectual realities of a
globalizing world with the continuing need for individuals to function locally as
citizens of a nation-state, who share a common past, a common culture, and a
common political destiny? Is it a duty of history education to create a frame of
reference, and if so, what kind of frame of reference should this be? How does
frame-of-reference knowledge relate to canonical knowledge and the body of
knowledge of history as a whole?
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Editorial Review

Review
"Nothing can better serve the promotion of a deeply humanistic but analytic history in precollegiate
classrooms than discourse among an internationally diverse body of reform-minded history educators. This
books delivers just that. The essays in National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future
of Teaching History, by leading history educators on both sides of the Atlantic, offer cogent critiques of the
tangled reform efforts on how history should be taught in the schools as well as sophisticated models for
constructing both national and trans-national history for the young people who will determine the course of
twenty-first- century human affairs." Gary B. Nash, Director, National Center for History in the Schools,
UCLA"

About the Author
"Nothing can better serve the promotion of a deeply humanistic but analytic history in precollegiate
classrooms than discourse among an internationally diverse body of reform-minded history educators. This
books delivers just that. The essays in National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future
of Teaching History, by leading history educators on both sides of the Atlantic, offer cogent critiques of the
tangled reform efforts on how history should be taught in the schools as well as sophisticated models for
constructing both national and trans-national history for the young people who will determine the course of
twenty-first- century human affairs." Gary B. Nash, Director, National Center for History in the Schools,
UCLA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terrance Hutchins:

This National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future of Teaching History
(International Review of History Education) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future of
Teaching History (International Review of History Education) can be one of many great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this National History Standards: The Problem of the
Canon and the Future of Teaching History (International Review of History Education) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

John Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this National History Standards: The Problem of
the Canon and the Future of Teaching History (International Review of History Education) reserve written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also



read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future of
Teaching History (International Review of History Education) as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Bernard Lewis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need
more time to be read. National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future of Teaching
History (International Review of History Education) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually
who have those short time problems.

Ernestine Biggs:

This National History Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future of Teaching History
(International Review of History Education) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this National History
Standards: The Problem of the Canon and the Future of Teaching History (International Review of History
Education) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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