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Now in paperback, Patricia Hermes tells the story of Joshua McCullough's
experiences ashead West in a wagon train in Book One of his diary of life on the
Oregon Trail..

It is 1848 when Joshua McCullough and his family leave their home in St.
Joseph, Missouri, and set off for Oregon on a wagon train. Though many of the
other families on the trail suffer devastating losses during their long journey,
Joshua's is spared. However, Joshua must conquer his fear of water during one
dramatic crossing, when he heroically dives into a rushing river to save his
younger sister Becky. The battered wagon train finally reaches Oregon after
traveling over two thousand miles.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Patricia Hermes was born in 1936 in Brooklyn, New York. An avid reader, she had time to practice both
reading and writing when she came down with rheumatic fever, which left her stuck in bed for months.
Hermes majored in speech and English at St. John's University, and taught junior high school English and
social studies before taking time off to raise her five children. Returning to teaching after a number of years,
she found it less satisfying than she'd remembered, and decided to try her hand at writing for publication. She
took a class in writing nonfiction for adults; the teacher, Russell Freedman, would go on to win the Newbery
Medal.

After publishing some articles, Hermes found the niche she'd been looking for: her first novel for young
readers, What If They Knew?, was published in 1980. Hermes gave the main character in the book epilepsy,
a problem she had dealt with herself as a child. Readers responded well to the believable situation, and over
the years Hermes has continued to write stories featuring youngsters in difficult situations, so that readers
can turn to her books knowing they are not alone. She has written more than 20 books for children and young
adults.

Patricia Hermes lives in Connecticut, where she spends four hours of the day writing and the rest editing her
work and answering letters. When she is not writing, she enjoys reading, running, music, traveling,
horseback riding, and playing the piano.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

The book My America: Westward to Home: Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary, Book One can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the best thing like a book My America: Westward to Home: Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary, Book One? Several
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book My America: Westward to Home: Joshua's
Oregon Trail Diary, Book One has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Arlene Oliver:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This My America: Westward to Home:
Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary, Book One is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,



as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cheree Kramer:

This My America: Westward to Home: Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary, Book One tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this My America: Westward to
Home: Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary, Book One can be one of many great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this My America: Westward to Home: Joshua's
Oregon Trail Diary, Book One forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Carla McFarlin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the My America: Westward to Home: Joshua's Oregon Trail Diary, Book One when you necessary it?
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