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Museums and Social Activism is the first study to bring together historical
accounts of the African American and later American Indian civil rights-related
social and reform movements that took place on the Smithsonian Mall through
the 1960s and 1970s in Washington DC with the significant but unknown story
about museological transformation and curatorial activism that occurred in the
Division of Political and Reform History at the National Museum of American
History at this time.

Based on interdisciplinary field-based research that has brought together cross-
cultural and international perspectives from the fields of Museum Studies, Public
History, Political Science and Social Movement Studies with empirical
investigation, the book explores and analyses museums’ – specifically, curators’
– relationships with political stakeholders past and present.

By understanding the transformations of an earlier period, Museums and Social
Activism offers provocative perspectives on the cultural and political significance
of contemporary museums. It highlights the relevance of past practice and events
for museums today and improved ways of understanding the challenges and
opportunities that result from the ongoing process of renewal that museums
continue to exemplify.
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Museums and Social Activism is the first study to bring together historical accounts of the African American
and later American Indian civil rights-related social and reform movements that took place on the
Smithsonian Mall through the 1960s and 1970s in Washington DC with the significant but unknown story
about museological transformation and curatorial activism that occurred in the Division of Political and
Reform History at the National Museum of American History at this time.

Based on interdisciplinary field-based research that has brought together cross-cultural and international
perspectives from the fields of Museum Studies, Public History, Political Science and Social Movement
Studies with empirical investigation, the book explores and analyses museums’ – specifically, curators’ –
relationships with political stakeholders past and present.

By understanding the transformations of an earlier period, Museums and Social Activism offers provocative
perspectives on the cultural and political significance of contemporary museums. It highlights the relevance
of past practice and events for museums today and improved ways of understanding the challenges and
opportunities that result from the ongoing process of renewal that museums continue to exemplify.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kylie Message is Associate Professor and Head of the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at the
Australian National University. Her research explores the role that museums play as sites of cultural and
political exchange. Her current projects investigate the relationship between museums, citizenship and
political reform movements in different national contexts. She is author of New Museums and the Making of
Culture (2006) and co-editor of volumes that include Compelling Cultures: Representing Cultural Diversity
and Cohesion in Multicultural Australia (2009) and Museum Theory: An Expanded Field (forthcoming). She
is chief co-editor for the journal Museum Worlds (Advances in Research), managing editor for Museum and
Society, and exhibition reviews editor for Australian Historical Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Museums and Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum
Meanings). Try to make book Museums and Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum Meanings) as your
good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Lawrence Howe:

The book Museums and Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum Meanings) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Museums and
Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum Meanings)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Museums and Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum Meanings) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ana Worcester:

Exactly why? Because this Museums and Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum Meanings) is an



unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Peter Delaune:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Museums and Social Activism: Engaged Protest (Museum Meanings) can make
you experience more interested to read.
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