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War endlessly tries to mask itself. The myth of the heroic soldier testing his
individual courage stands in stark contrast to the reality of mass, anonymous
death and the suppression of individual actions. Murder in Our Midst shows that
this fundamental tension reached its natural conclusion in the Holocaust, and that
disguising it has required an ongoing effort to misrepresent war and the
Holocaust as something other than industrial killing.

Examining a broad range of the representations of war's horrors, from scholarly
depictions to those in popular literature, poetry, art, and the movies, Omer Bartov
finds they have some things in common. Societies and cultures have attempted to
form coherent images of horrific events, to draw didactic lessons from them, and
to exploit them to legitimate ideological or political positions.

Made up of interconnected essays, this book is both a scholarly and an often
personal and passionate examination of the emergence, implementation, and
representation of industrial killing. Bartov draws out the links between recent
revisionist attempts to minimize and deny the Holocaust, and Hollywood's
ongoing fascination with National Socialism and Hitler's "Final Solution."
Arguing that the modern predicament reflects the effects of the Nazi genocide on
current perceptions of war, history, and memory, this book is a plea for
compassion and commitment in an increasingly violent and indifferent world.
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War endlessly tries to mask itself. The myth of the heroic soldier testing his individual courage stands in
stark contrast to the reality of mass, anonymous death and the suppression of individual actions. Murder in
Our Midst shows that this fundamental tension reached its natural conclusion in the Holocaust, and that
disguising it has required an ongoing effort to misrepresent war and the Holocaust as something other than
industrial killing.

Examining a broad range of the representations of war's horrors, from scholarly depictions to those in
popular literature, poetry, art, and the movies, Omer Bartov finds they have some things in common.
Societies and cultures have attempted to form coherent images of horrific events, to draw didactic lessons
from them, and to exploit them to legitimate ideological or political positions.

Made up of interconnected essays, this book is both a scholarly and an often personal and passionate
examination of the emergence, implementation, and representation of industrial killing. Bartov draws out the
links between recent revisionist attempts to minimize and deny the Holocaust, and Hollywood's ongoing
fascination with National Socialism and Hitler's "Final Solution." Arguing that the modern predicament
reflects the effects of the Nazi genocide on current perceptions of war, history, and memory, this book is a
plea for compassion and commitment in an increasingly violent and indifferent world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"By articulating new conceptual categories and identifying unexpected connections, Omer Bartov has made a
profound and original statement on the links between war and genocide, representations of violence and its
enactment, industrial killing and the crisis of modern European civilization."--Saul Friedlander, University of
California, Los Angeles and Tel Aviv University

"Thoughtful and thought-provoking, Bartov's essays offer disturbing reflections on the capacity for genocide
in modern society."--Ian Kershaw, Univesity of Sheffield

"In Murder in Our Midst, Omer Bartov provides a searching, informed, and impassioned view of the origins
and aftermath of the Holocaust. Few other writers have brought to bear the combination of historical learning
and contemporary social awareness with which Bartov addresses this subject."--Berel Lang, State University
of New York, Albany

"...this book is well worth reading, both for its originality and its capacity to provoke thought on a
compelling subject."--American Historical Review

"...absorbing reading..."--National Forum

From the Back Cover
Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation examines the emergence,
implementation, and representation of industrial killing, an inherent and crucial component of modernity
whose most extreme manifestation was the Holocaust. The mechanized, impersonal, and sustained mass
destruction of human beings, organized and legitimized by states, scientists, jurists, and intellectuals, is
rooted in the industrial slaughterhouse of the Great War. In Murder in Our Midst, Omer Bartov argues that
the Nazi death factories are best understood in the context of modern warfare, beginning with the First World
War. He shows how the way we understand ourselves reflects the ambivalent effects of the Holocaust on our
perceptions of war and violence, history and memory, progress and barbarism. Analyzing a wide array of
historical texts, works of fiction, films, and museums, Bartov leads the reader from ancient myths of heroism
to the trenches of the Western Front, from Thomas Mann's romantic vision of war to Primo Levi's stark
depictions of genocide, from colonial war museums to the visual art of the Holocaust. These representations
of killing share some of the same important features. They attempt to form coherent images from horrific
events, to draw didactic lessons from them, and to use them for political ends.



About the Author
Omer Bartov is at Rutgers University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Banks:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and
Representation.

Chris Boos:

The feeling that you get from Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust,
Industrial Killing, and Representation giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation instantly.

Brenda Villa:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Murder in Our Midst: The
Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Karen Delamora:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust, Industrial
Killing, and Representation can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have Murder in Our Midst: The Holocaust, Industrial Killing, and Representation.
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