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When Morris meets Betty, love is unavoidable. In short prose
passages, we follow the course of their passionate first love. A
confident debut written in a surprising form, which gives the story intelligence
and depth.

Morris feels like Betty can see everything he's thinking. Betty
believes Morris understands her like no one ever before. She tells him
everything, even about the dried-up worm that she saw on the sidewalk on the
way to school. But sometimes the darkness closes in on Morris. His father is
manic-depressive and his mother is always talking about dreams and poetry and
her new boyfriend. Morris begins to wonder if crazy people are drawn to each
other. Betty points out that he is like his father. As their love grows, it almost
consumes them. Soon it's as if they are always trying to escape
themselves until they ask, "How do you know when it's over?"
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up—Ardelius follows the frenetic course of an all-consuming teen love affair from first chance
sexual encounter to inevitable atrophy as everyday insecurities encroach. Told through short conversational
passages, the narrative is comprised largely of dialogue between Morris and Betty and glimpses into the
couple's quiet, intimate moments. Such scenes are interspersed with their inner thoughts (mainly his) and
snapshots of Morris's mother and father, who are respectively flighty and manic-depressive. It is these
parental weaknesses that feed Morris's own fears about the attraction between two people and indirectly spur
the downward trajectory of the relationship. Ardelius's prose, translated from Swedish, poetically bottles the
universal delirium and unsustainable pace of first love. American readers expecting a typical teen love story,
however, will not find it here. Certain aspects of the story, such as the nonchalance of Betty's mom when her
daughter's boyfriend walks downstairs in the morning for breakfast, have a distinctly European ring. This
sophistication, both in style and content, may alienate some, but will speak volumes to more worldly
teenagers.—Jill Heritage Maza, Greenwich High School, CT
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In this verse novel translated from the Swedish, Morris meets Betty, and the two quickly fall under the sway
of an all-encompassing passion. In brief chapters that hover halfway between prose and verse, Ardelius
captures the fairly universal feeling that one’s love is absolutely unique. With a heightened emotional
sensibility tethered to a knack for pinpointing revealing details, Ardelius maneuvers the quick story through
the wide-eyed, simultaneously painful, joyous, and consuming aspects of first love: marveling at what life
was like before meeting someone; trying to imagine the emptiness you’d feel without that person; wondering
if there are limits to what you can say or do; arriving at the scary point where you define yourself entirely
against the other; and then the slow, descending fog of doubt. Passages are intentionally oblique at times, but
the emotional resonance is sweeping. Teens struggling through their own issues of identity and
codependency in relationships will find much reflection in these surprisingly sophisticated yet accessible
passages that show that love is often one of life’s hardest trials. Grades 9-12. --Ian Chipman

Review

"Teens struggling through their own issues of identity and codependency in relationships will find much
reflection in these surprisingly sophisticated yet accessible passages that show that love is often one of life's
hardest trials." --Booklist

"The passages exude beauty, poetry and powerful emotions that translate well." --Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


knowledge by the guide entitled I Need You More Than I Love You and I Love You To Bits. Try to make
the book I Need You More Than I Love You and I Love You To Bits as your friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Gregory McKinney:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual I Need You More Than I Love
You and I Love You To Bits is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Harden:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take I Need You More Than I Love You and I Love You
To Bits as the daily resource information.

Sandra Birk:

This I Need You More Than I Love You and I Love You To Bits is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having I Need You More Than I Love You and I Love You To Bits in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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