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"What do you think of my fiction book writing?" the aspiring
novelist extorted.

"Darn," the editor hectored, in turn. "I can not publish your novel!
It is full of what we in the business call 'really awful writing.'"

"But how shall I absolve this dilemma? I have already read every
tome available on how to write well and get published!" The writer
tossed his head about, wildly.

"It might help," opined the blonde editor, helpfully, "to ponder how
NOT to write a novel, so you might avoid the very thing!"

Many writing books offer sound advice on how to write well. This is not one of
those books. On the contrary, this is a collection of terrible, awkward, and
laughably unreadable excerpts that will teach you what to avoid—at all costs—if
you ever want your novel published.

In How Not to Write a Novel, authors Howard Mittelmark and Sandra Newman
distill their 30 years combined experience in teaching, editing, writing, and
reviewing fiction to bring you real advice from the other side of the query letter.
Rather than telling you how or what to write, they identify the 200 most common
mistakes unconsciously made by writers and teach you to recognize, avoid, and
amend them. With hilarious "mis-examples" to demonstrate each manuscript-
mangling error, they'll help you troubleshoot your beginnings and endings, bad
guys, love interests, style, jokes, perspective, voice, and more. As funny as it is
useful, this essential how-NOT-to guide will help you get your manuscript out of
the slush pile and into the bookstore.
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"What do you think of my fiction book writing?" the aspiring novelist extorted.

"Darn," the editor hectored, in turn. "I can not publish your novel! It is full of what we in the
business call 'really awful writing.'"

"But how shall I absolve this dilemma? I have already read every tome available on how to
write well and get published!" The writer tossed his head about, wildly.

"It might help," opined the blonde editor, helpfully, "to ponder how NOT to write a novel, so
you might avoid the very thing!"

Many writing books offer sound advice on how to write well. This is not one of those books. On the
contrary, this is a collection of terrible, awkward, and laughably unreadable excerpts that will teach you what
to avoid—at all costs—if you ever want your novel published.

In How Not to Write a Novel, authors Howard Mittelmark and Sandra Newman distill their 30 years
combined experience in teaching, editing, writing, and reviewing fiction to bring you real advice from the
other side of the query letter. Rather than telling you how or what to write, they identify the 200 most
common mistakes unconsciously made by writers and teach you to recognize, avoid, and amend them. With
hilarious "mis-examples" to demonstrate each manuscript-mangling error, they'll help you troubleshoot your
beginnings and endings, bad guys, love interests, style, jokes, perspective, voice, and more. As funny as it is
useful, this essential how-NOT-to guide will help you get your manuscript out of the slush pile and into the
bookstore.
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Editorial Review

Review
This writing how-to should carry a warning: it’s the kind of book one reads at the expense of other
responsibilities….a surprisingly distinctive approach within the crowded category of novel-writing guides.

About the Author
Howard Mittelmark is the author of Age of Consent. His writing has appeared in the New York Times,
Washington Post and other publications. Sandra Newman is the author of the novels Cake and The Only
Good Thing Anyone Has Ever Done. Her writing has appeared in Harper's and Granta, amongst others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

In other case, little individuals like to read book How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How
to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important the book How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How
to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Edna Barnett:

This How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep
Guide are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this
How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide
can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid Them--A
Misstep-by-Misstep Guide giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gloria Lentz:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when



the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide.

William Reyes:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid Them--A
Misstep-by-Misstep Guide was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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