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Informed by currents in sociology, cultural anthropology, and literary theory,
Galileo, Courtier is neither a biography nor a conventional history of science. In
the court of the Medicis and the Vatican, Galileo fashioned both his career and
his science to the demands of patronage and its complex systems of wealth,
power, and prestige. Biagioli argues that Galileo's courtly role was integral to his
science--the questions he chose to examine, his methods, even his conclusions.

Galileo, Courtier is a fascinating cultural and social history of science
highlighting the workings of power, patronage, and credibility in the
development of science.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Biagioli here views Galileo's career in a new light. Instead of the traditional view of Galileo as the "new
scientist" championing the Copernican cause against the Aristotelians, Biagioli presents a convincing
argument for Galileo as the courtly gentleman whose patronage goals drove his scientific work. Biagioli
begins by describing how client-patron relationships worked in early 17th-century Italy, how Galileo used
those social structures to advance himself from artisan to university professor to Cosimo de Medici's Court
Philosopher and how his actions helped raise mathematics and natural science to a respected position.
Biagioli then discusses how patronage guided scientific discourse, ending with Galileo's eventual downfall.
Though scholarly, this superb book is a joy to read and provides new insight into the history of science.
- Eric D. Albright, Galter Health Sciences Lib., Northwestern Univ., Chicago
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
In the court of the Medicis and the Vatican, Galileo fashioned both his career and his science to the demands
of patronage and its complex systems of wealth, power, and prestige. In this fascinating cultural and social
history of science, Biagioli argues that Galileo's courtly role was integral to his science - the questions he
chose to examine, his methods, even his conclusions.

About the Author

Mario Biagioli is distinguished professor of law and science and technology studies and director of the
Center for Innovation Studies at the University of California, Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Galileo, Courtier: The Practice of Science in the Culture of Absolutism (Science
and Its Conceptual Foundations series), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.



Rodney Mitchell:

The reserve untitled Galileo, Courtier: The Practice of Science in the Culture of Absolutism (Science and Its
Conceptual Foundations series) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Galileo, Courtier: The Practice
of Science in the Culture of Absolutism (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Philip Logan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Galileo, Courtier: The Practice of Science
in the Culture of Absolutism (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question Galileo, Courtier: The Practice of Science in the Culture of Absolutism
(Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content.
This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Johnny Harper:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Galileo, Courtier: The Practice of Science in the
Culture of Absolutism (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Galileo, Courtier: The Practice of Science in the
Culture of Absolutism (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series).
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