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Derk Pereboom articulates and defends an original conception of moral
responsibility. He argues that if determinism were true we would not be morally
responsible in the key basic-desert sense at issue in the free will debate, but that
we would also lack this kind of moral responsibility if indeterminism were true
and the causes of our actions were exclusively states or events. It is possible that
if we were undetermined agent-causes-if we as substances had the power to cause
decisions without being causally determined to cause them-we would have this
kind of free will. But although our being undetermined agent causes has not been
ruled out as a coherent possibility, it's not credible given our best physical
theories. Pereboom then contends that a conception of life without the free will
required for moral responsibility in the basic-desert sense would nevertheless
alow for adifferent, forward-looking conception of moral responsibility. He also
argues that our lacking this sort of free will would not jeopardize our sense of
ourselves as agents capable of rational deliberation, that it is compatible with
adequate measures for dealing with crime and other threatening behavior, and
that it allows for arobust sense of achievement and meaning in life. Pereboom's
arguments for this position are reconfigured relative to those presented in Living
without Free Will (2001), important objections to these arguments are answered,
and the development of the positive view is significantly embellished.
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Derk Pereboom articulates and defends an original conception of moral responsibility. He argues that if
determinism were true we would not be morally responsible in the key basic-desert sense at issue in the free
will debate, but that we would also lack this kind of moral responsibility if indeterminism were true and the
causes of our actions were exclusively states or events. It is possible that if we were undetermined agent-
causes-if we as substances had the power to cause decisions without being causally determined to cause
them-we would have thiskind of free will. But although our being undetermined agent causes has not been
ruled out as a coherent possihility, it's not credible given our best physical theories. Pereboom then contends
that a conception of life without the free will required for moral responsibility in the basic-desert sense
would nevertheless allow for a different, forward-looking conception of moral responsibility. He also argues
that our lacking this sort of free will would not jeopardize our sense of ourselves as agents capable of rational
deliberation, that it is compatible with adequate measures for dealing with crime and other threatening
behavior, and that it allows for arobust sense of achievement and meaning in life. Pereboom's arguments for
this position are reconfigured relative to those presented in Living without Free Will (2001), important
objections to these arguments are answered, and the development of the positive view is significantly
embellished.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Pereboom'’s book is awonderful addition to the moral responsibility debate, which not only organizes the
contemporary responses to the worries of the Hard Incompatibilism, but also quite helpfully engages with
those responses to press the discussion and our understanding forward. For those new comers interested in
the state of the contemporary debate which are either interested in Hard Determinism or worried about the
prospects of alternative views given Determinism this book is a helpful guide for finding your footing. And
for those already familiar with the literature, it will be awelcome addition to your library." -- Journal of
Value Inquiry

"This new book will be avital resource for students of free will and moral responsibility: it is a state-of-the-
art defence of one of the central positions in the debate, elaborated by its foremost exponent. Of particular
interest will be the ways in which Pereboom'’s thinking has evolved over the years and the thoughtful
attention he givesto criticisms of his earlier work." -- Mind

About the Author

Derk Pereboom is Professor of Philosophy at Cornell University. He is the author of Living Without Free
Will (Cambridge 2001), Consciousness and the Prospects of Physicalism (Oxford 2011), and of articles on
free will and moral responsibility, philosophy of mind, and the history of modern philosophy, especialy
Immanuel Kant.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marjorie Cook:

Now aday people who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Louise Villanueva:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld can easily share their



idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them isthis Free
Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life.

Ricardo Bishop:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Free Will, Agency, and Meaning
in Life, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out
typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Pat Tran:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Free Will, Agency, and Meaning in Life can make you experience
more interested to read.
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