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Environmental anthropologists organize the realities of interdependent lands,
plants, animals, and human beings; advocate for the neediest among them; and
provide understandings that preserve what is needed for the survival of a diverse
world. Can the things that anthropologists have learned in their studies of small-
scale systems have any relevance for developing policies to address global
problems? Townsend explores this dilemma in her captivating, concise
exploration of environmental anthropology and its place among the discipline's
subfields. Maintaining the structure and clarity of the previous edition, the
second edition has been revised throughout to include new research, expanded
discussions of climate change, and a chapter devoted to spiritual ecology. In the
historical overview of the field, Townsend shows how ideas and approaches
developed earlier are relevant to understanding how today's local populations
adapt to their physical and biological environments. She next presents a closer
look at global environmental issues--rapid expansion of the world economic
system, disease and poverty, the loss of biodiversity and its implications for
human health--to demonstrate the effects of interactions between local and global
communities. As a capstone, she gives thoughtful consideration to how, as
professionals and as individuals, we can move toward personal engagement with
environmental problems.
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Environmental anthropologists organize the realities of interdependent lands, plants, animals, and human
beings; advocate for the neediest among them; and provide understandings that preserve what is needed for
the survival of a diverse world. Can the things that anthropologists have learned in their studies of small-
scale systems have any relevance for developing policies to address global problems? Townsend explores
this dilemma in her captivating, concise exploration of environmental anthropology and its place among the
discipline's subfields. Maintaining the structure and clarity of the previous edition, the second edition has
been revised throughout to include new research, expanded discussions of climate change, and a chapter
devoted to spiritual ecology. In the historical overview of the field, Townsend shows how ideas and
approaches developed earlier are relevant to understanding how today's local populations adapt to their
physical and biological environments. She next presents a closer look at global environmental issues--rapid
expansion of the world economic system, disease and poverty, the loss of biodiversity and its implications
for human health--to demonstrate the effects of interactions between local and global communities. As a
capstone, she gives thoughtful consideration to how, as professionals and as individuals, we can move
toward personal engagement with environmental problems.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Titles of related interest from Waveland Press: Endicott-Endicott, The Headman Was a Woman: The Gender
Egalitarian Batek of Malaysia (ISBN 9781577665267); Netting, Cultural Ecology, Second Edition (ISBN
9780881332049); and Rappaport, Pigs for the Ancestors: Ritual in the Ecology of a New Guinea People,
Second Edition (ISBN 9781577661016).

From the Back Cover
“I was highly impressed. I have read 6–8 books preparing for and seeking a text for my cultural ecology
class and found little that was at once engaging, informative, and accessible. This is that book—concise,
compelling, and straightforward.” — Susan Barclay, Seattle Central Community College
“This, in my view, is the best text for instructors to use in an introductory course in human ecology or
ecological anthropology. Just 118 pages, it is easy to read, yet covers the history of the subject all the way
from Julian Steward to the influence of Roy Rappaport and his pigs to, most important for the new century,
current climate change, globalization, and spiritual ecology. Students will appreciate the price. This is one of
those rare books that will influence students for the rest of their lives.” — Thomas N. Headland, Summer
Institute of Linguistics

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will want this Environmental Anthropology.

Christy Dennie:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that Environmental Anthropology to read.

Jimmy Putnam:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading



book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Environmental Anthropology, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Eric Kyler:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Environmental Anthropology that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Environmental Anthropology become your personal starter.
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