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6th-grader Jessie Lou is deeply, madly, passionately in love with Conrad Parker
Smith. Too bad she's a tomboy with only one on-again, off-again friend, and hair
so short you can't spit on it. Too bad he's the most popular boy in their small-
town school.

But then Conrad hurts his leg and suddenly can't keep up with his old pursuits
anymore. Jessie Lou and Conrad start spending a lot more time together, but she
can't help wonder -- is she just a substitute friend? And will Conrad forget her
when his leg brace comes off and he's king of the school once again?
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6th-grader Jessie Lou is deeply, madly, passionately in love with Conrad Parker Smith. Too bad she's a
tomboy with only one on-again, off-again friend, and hair so short you can't spit on it. Too bad he's the most
popular boy in their small-town school.

But then Conrad hurts his leg and suddenly can't keep up with his old pursuits anymore. Jessie Lou and
Conrad start spending a lot more time together, but she can't help wonder -- is she just a substitute friend?
And will Conrad forget her when his leg brace comes off and he's king of the school once again?
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Sixth-grader Jesse Lou is consumed by thoughts of Conrad Smith, but in the small
Virginia town where they live, Conrad is popular, while tomboy Jesse Lou has only “maybe-when-I-feel-
like-it” friends. Then Conrad starts wearing a leg brace, which translates into loss of his popularity and gives
Jesse Lou an opening. Soon she, Conrad, and quirky fourth-grader Quentin form a triumvirate and become
involved in an outlandish plot to save Bailey Hardware from big-box store competition. Meanwhile,
refreshingly honest Jesse Lou hopes that Conrad keeps limping. This is an ode to love in many forms. Jessie
Lou has loved Conrad since second grade, and she learns someone has been in love with her, as well. There
is also a sweet relationship between Jessie Lou and her grandfather, who knows how to turn a southern
phrase, and between Granddaddy and his daughter, Jessie Lou’s mama. Jessie Lou tells her tale with the
strong, rough-edged purity of a young poet, which she is; equally strong are the story’s underpinnings,
longing and laughter, and a willingness to believe in something despite the facts, which tangibly manifests
itself in a field of flowers that were never supposed to bloom. Grades 5-7. --Ilene Cooper

Review
DEEP DOWN POPULAR by Phoebe Stone is a beautifully written and
> evocative novel about the world and soul of Jessie Lou Ferguson, a sixth grade tomboy.
> Anyone who has felt the loneliness and despair of standing out in all
> the wrong ways as an emerging adolescent will empathize with Jessie
> Lou and take her to their hearts. The author¹s first entries into the
> field of intermediate fiction, ALL THE BLUE MOONS AT THE WALLACE HOTEL
> and SONATA #1 FOR RILEY RED were critically acclaimed coming-of-age
> stories. Casting an even wider net over that terrain, DEEP DOWN
> POPULAR showcases Stone¹s ability to create a cast of vivid characters
> and layered themes: the ache and inner conflicts of first love, family
> relationships, the impact of change and the inner workings of a
> multi-generational family. Jessie Lou¹s colorful speech and keen
> observations keeps the narrative crackling with energy and insight:
> ³I¹m sitting back here steaming and stewing cause that girl is about
> as reliable as a rubber raft with a hole it it floating backwards down
> the Cabanash River.² And, what is it, exactly, that keeps Jessie Lou
> so exasperated? For one, there¹s her sister, Melinda, the family
> princess who can do no wrong. Then, there¹s Conrad Parker Smith, the
> once deep down popular classmate who begins paying attention to Jessie
> Lou. Is it because he now has a leg brace and is no longer as
> popular? And, will he still like her if he gets better and regains
> his popularity? The changing local economy also comes into play when
> a big box mall, complete with an enormous do-it-yourself department,
> threatens to close the local hardware store owned by her grandfather¹s
> best friend. Every member of this colorful cast of characters has a
> back story that contributes to the richness and texture of the
> narrative. When her otherwise perfect sister, Melinda, loses the
> beauty contest, Jessie Lou shows how superficial sibling rivalry is
> and how deep her own love runs: "I don¹t know anymore what I think. I
> think the moon turned purple and fell out of the sky...I think the stars dropped from the universe and are
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clattering all over the roof above us sounding like rain...Everybody is smiling and acting normal, but nothing
is normal." W. H.
> Auden could not have pronounced a personal sorrow with any more feeling.
> DEEP DOWN POPULAR happens to be presented to the world for ages 9 to
> 12 and has a 6th grade protagonist, but I believe it has a far wider
> audience because it addresses grand themes with great compassion,
> sparkling wit and superlative writing. Even though I have to admit I
> was tearing up a little by the last page I never wanted this wonderful story to end. --Review by Burgess
Needle

About the Author

Phoebe Stone is the beloved and acclaimed author of several novels for middle grade, including The Romeo
and Juliet Code, which was hailed by the Boston Globe as “quite simply the best novel for young readers . . .
since Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.” She received four starred reviews for The Boy on Cinnamon
Street, and another star for her novel Deep Down Popular. Booklist awarded a starred review to Romeo Blue,
the follow-up to The Romeo and Juliet Code, calling it “compelling, and with plenty of heart and soul.”
Phoebe and her husband live in Middlebury, Vermont.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Deep Down Popular: A Wish Novel.

Anna Gann:

This Deep Down Popular: A Wish Novel book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Deep Down
Popular: A Wish Novel without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Deep Down Popular: A Wish Novel can bring when you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Deep Down Popular: A Wish Novel having great arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Patricia Beall:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say



absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read is actually Deep Down Popular: A Wish Novel.

Robert Garcia:

You may get this Deep Down Popular: A Wish Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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