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Nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) weapons delivered covertly by
terrorists or hostile governments pose a significant and growing threat to the
United States and other countries. Although the threat of NBC attack is widely
recognized as a central national security issue, most analysts have assumed that
the primary danger is military use by states in war, with traditional military
means of delivery. The threat of covert attack has been imprudently neglected.

Covert attack is hard to deter or prevent, and NBC weapons suitable for covert
attack are available to a growing range of states and groups hostile to the United
States. At the same time, constraints on their use appear to be eroding. This
volume analyzes the nature and limits of the covert NBC threat and proposes a
measured set of policy responses, focused on improving intelligence and
consequence-management capabilities to reduce U.S. vulnerability.
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Nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) weapons delivered covertly by terrorists or hostile governments
pose a significant and growing threat to the United States and other countries. Although the threat of NBC
attack is widely recognized as a central national security issue, most analysts have assumed that the primary
danger is military use by states in war, with traditional military means of delivery. The threat of covert attack
has been imprudently neglected.

Covert attack is hard to deter or prevent, and NBC weapons suitable for covert attack are available to a
growing range of states and groups hostile to the United States. At the same time, constraints on their use
appear to be eroding. This volume analyzes the nature and limits of the covert NBC threat and proposes a
measured set of policy responses, focused on improving intelligence and consequence-management
capabilities to reduce U.S. vulnerability.
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Editorial Review

Review

An excellent and timely study that neither exaggerates nor underestimates the prospect of terrorist use of
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The authors' assessment of the threat is the most thorough, careful,
and objective analysis available. If policymakers want to anticipate and prepare sensibly for a danger that
becomes more real and present by the day, they should consult this book's recommendations.

(Martha Crenshaw, Professor of Government, Wesleyan University)

I know of no more incisive, detailed assessment of the growing threatof mass destruction terrorism than
America's Achilles' Heel. This outstanding book is essential reading for anyone with aserious interest in
American national security.

(U.S. Senator Richard Lugar)

About the Author
Richard A. Falkenrath is Assistant Professor of Public Policy at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government.
He served as Executive Director of the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs (BCSIA) and,
before that, as a Research Fellow. He is the author and co-author of Shaping Europe's Military Order (1995),
Avoiding Nuclear Anarchy (1996), America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Terrorism and
Covert Attack (1998), and numerous journal articles and chapters of edited volumes.

Bradley A. Thayer is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Minnesota, Duluth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

The book America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA
Studies in International Security) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear,
Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in International Security) being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication America's
Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in
International Security). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?



Charles Valentine:

This America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA
Studies in International Security) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and
Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in International Security) can be on the list of great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this America's Achilles' Heel:
Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in International Security)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Juan Crowe:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological,
and Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in International Security) can give you a lot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and
Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in International Security).

Justin Davis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book America's Achilles' Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Terrorism and
Covert Attack (BCSIA Studies in International Security) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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