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How often have you wished you had access to the team behind your favorite
software--in this case, Adobe Illustrator--so that you could really pick their brains
about all of its coolest features? With this book, you do. In these pages, the
Adobe Creative Team gives you a guided tour of the graphics powerhouse,
Adobe Illustrator CS2. Best of all, it does so at your pace. Whether your
beautifully designed graphics end up in print, the Web, broadcast video, or even
cell phone displays, this book shows you how to get them there--easily,
elegantly, and efficiently. You'll find step-by-step, project-based lessons in all of
Illustrator's key features, including those that are new to CS2: Live Trace,
Illustrator’s powerful bitmap-to-vector tracing tool; Live Paint, a revolutionary
paint tool that lets you apply color to vector graphics intuitively and easily; the
new Control Palette, which makes tools easier to locate and select, the Adobe
Bridge file browser, tighter integration with Photoshop CS2, and more. Each
chapter contains a project that builds on your growing knowledge of the program,
while the companion CD includes all the files you need to complete the book's
lessons.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The Adobe Creative Team is made up of designers, writers, and editors who have extensive, real-world
knowledge of and expertise in using Adobe products. They work closely with the Adobe product
development teams and Adobe's Instructional Communications team to come up with creative, challenging,
and visually appealing projects to help both new and more experienced users get up to speed quickly on
Adobe software products.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

It looks obvious until you try it.
—IEEE Software

My flight was waiting on the runway when the captain made an announcement. "We've had some trouble
with the plane's air conditioning system. In a plane, the air conditioner controls the oxygen levels so we need
to make sure it's working before we can take off. Restarting the air conditioning unit hasn't worked, so we're
going to power down the aircraft and power it back on. These modern airplanes are all computer controlled,
you know, so they're not very reliable."

The pilot powered down the airplane, powered it back up—essentially, rebooted the airplane—and our flight
continued without incident. Needless to say, I was especially glad to deplane at the end of that particular trip.

The Best of Times, the Worst of Times

The best software organizations control their projects to meet defined quality targets. They accurately predict
software delivery dates months or years in advance. They deliver their software projects within budget, and
their productivity is constantly improving. Their staff morale is high, and their customers are highly satisfied.

Modern software development is truly impressive in many respects, and any comments about
professionalizing the field of software development should account for software's numerous successes. We
must be careful not to throw out the field's better practices as we try to strengthen the weaker ones. Who
Should Read This Book If you develop software for a living, this book will explore what you need to do to
become a truly professional software developer.If you manage software projects, this book will summarize
the differences between poorly run and well run software projects and overview what you can do to make
your projects more successful.If you manage a software organization, this book will outline the benefits
available from systematic approaches to software development and sketch what you need to do to realize
those benefits.If you are a student who wants to work in the software field
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