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This is the first of two volumes in which Christopher Bigsby offers extended
critical readings of the work of the leading dramatists and theatre groups in
twentieth-century America. In this century drama has emerged as one of the most
exciting expressions of American creativity, and during the 1930s became a
primary means of addressing the cultural, political and economic changes of the
period. But it has received surprisingly little attention. This is a chronological and
selective study related to American culture as a whole and providing a picture of
a vigorous theatre in the process of discovering its own special strengths. Volume
1 begins with the companies who first broke away from the stifling world of
melodrama and naturalism - the Provincetown and Washington Square Players.
Christopher Bigsby describes the emergence of important individuals and
companies throughout the period to 1940, giving extended critical accounts of
some playwrights, particularly Eugene O'Neill, Elmer Rice, Clifford Odets.
Thornton Wilder and Lillian Hellman, and distinguishing between the aims and
policies of the various companies, including the Theatre Guild and the Group
Theatre. The development of left-wing theatre from 1914 is separately discussed,
followed by a chapter on the brief flowering of the Federal Theatre which
popularised theatre for a mass audience via its successful Living Newspaper
productions. A chapter on black drama includes works by and about black
Americans during this period. Some of the important figures and productions are
illustrated, and there are useful appendices listing performances by major theatre
companies.
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the leading dramatists and theatre groups in twentieth-century America. In this century drama has emerged
as one of the most exciting expressions of American creativity, and during the 1930s became a primary
means of addressing the cultural, political and economic changes of the period. But it has received
surprisingly little attention. This is a chronological and selective study related to American culture as a whole
and providing a picture of a vigorous theatre in the process of discovering its own special strengths. Volume
1 begins with the companies who first broke away from the stifling world of melodrama and naturalism - the
Provincetown and Washington Square Players. Christopher Bigsby describes the emergence of important
individuals and companies throughout the period to 1940, giving extended critical accounts of some
playwrights, particularly Eugene O'Neill, Elmer Rice, Clifford Odets. Thornton Wilder and Lillian Hellman,
and distinguishing between the aims and policies of the various companies, including the Theatre Guild and
the Group Theatre. The development of left-wing theatre from 1914 is separately discussed, followed by a
chapter on the brief flowering of the Federal Theatre which popularised theatre for a mass audience via its
successful Living Newspaper productions. A chapter on black drama includes works by and about black
Americans during this period. Some of the important figures and productions are illustrated, and there are
useful appendices listing performances by major theatre companies.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Ashworth:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This A Critical Introduction to Twentieth-Century American Drama: Volume 1,
1900-1940 book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving A Critical Introduction to Twentieth-Century American Drama:
Volume 1, 1900-1940 content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking A Critical Introduction
to Twentieth-Century American Drama: Volume 1, 1900-1940 is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Dewayne Campbell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A Critical Introduction to Twentieth-Century
American Drama: Volume 1, 1900-1940 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Nettie Powers:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book A Critical Introduction to Twentieth-Century American
Drama: Volume 1, 1900-1940 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.



Julia Watkins:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve A Critical Introduction to Twentieth-Century American
Drama: Volume 1, 1900-1940 was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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