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Trainspotting is the novel that first launched Irvine Welsh's spectacular
career?an authentic, unrelenting, and strangely exhilarating episodic group
portrait of blasted lives.

It accomplished for its own time and place what Hubert Selby, Jr.'s Last Exit to
Brooklyn did for his. Rents, Sick Boy, Mother Superior, Swanney, Spuds, and
Seeker are as unforgettable a clutch of junkies, rude boys, and psychos as readers
will ever encounter. Trainspotting was made into the 1996 cult film starring
Ewan MacGregor and directed by Danny Boyle (Shallow Grave).
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Irvine Welsh's controversial first novel, set on the heroin-addicted fringe of working-class youth in
Edinburgh, is yet another exploration of the dark side of Scottishness. The main character, Mark Renton, is at
the center of a clique of nihilistic slacker junkies with no hopes and no possibilities, and only "mind-
numbing and spirit-crushing" alternatives in the straight world they despise. This particular slice of humanity
has nothing left but the blackest of humor and a sharpness of wit. American readers can use the glossary in
the back to translate the slang and dialect--essential, since the dialogue makes the book. This is a bleak
vision sung as musical comedy.

Review
“The language in Trainspotting is... exhilarating once you get the hang of it, and finally poetic in its
complications.... Literary in the best sense, using language at every level to tell a story.” (Jane Mendelsohn -
New Republic)

“Blisteringly funny.... Don't abandon everything for the movie. It's worth making the effort with
Trainspotting not merely because relatively few writers have rummaged through this particular enclave of
British youth culture, but because even fewer have dug there so deeply.” (New York Times Book Review)

“It is funny, unflinchingly abrasive, authentic, and inventive, unerringly on?and off?the pulse. It is a true
cult, the kind of novel you press on perfect strangers. It validates a world fiction hasn't recognized before.”
(Times Out)

“Irvine Welsh writes with skill, wit, and compassion that amounts to genius. He is the best thing that has
happened to British writing in decades.” (Nick Hornby - Sunday Times)

“Irvine Welsh may become one of the most significant writers in Britain. He writes with style, imagination,
wit, and force, and in a voice which those alienated by much current fiction clearly want to hear.” (Times
Literary Supplement)

“Irvine Welsh is the real thing?a marvelous admixture of nihilism and heartbreak, pinpoint realism
(especially in dialect and tone) and almost archetypal universality.” (David Foster Wallace)

From the Back Cover
Trainspotting is the novel that launched the sensational career of Irvine Welsh - an authentic, unrelenting,
and strangely exhilarating group portrait of blasted lives in Edinburgh that has the linguistic energy of A
Clockwork Orange and the literary impact of Last Exit to Brooklyn. Rents, Sick Boy, Mother Superior,
Swanney, Spuds, and Begbie are as unforgettable a clutch of rude boys, junkies, and nutters as readers will
ever encounter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Scott Frew:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Trainspotting. Try to make the book Trainspotting as your
pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

John Casper:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Trainspotting. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Trainspotting. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's learn.

William Pettigrew:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Trainspotting will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Eduardo Fernandez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Trainspotting, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.
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