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Henry Townsend, a black farmer, bootmaker, and former slave, has a fondness
for Paradise Lost and an unusual mentor -- William Robbins, perhaps the most
powerful man in antebellum Virginia's Manchester County. Under Robbins's
tutelage, Henry becomes proprietor of his own plantation -- as well as of his own
slaves. When he dies, his widow, Caldonia, succumbs to profound grief, and
things begin to fall apart at their plantation: slaves take to escaping under the
cover of night, and families who had once found love beneath the weight of
slavery begin to betray one another. Beyond the Townsend estate, the known
world also unravels: low-paid white patrollers stand watch as slave "speculators"
sell free black people into slavery, and rumors of slave rebellions set white
families against slaves who have served them for years.

An ambitious, luminously written novel that ranges seamlessly between the past
and future and back again to the present, The Known World weaves together the
lives of freed and enslaved blacks, whites, and Indians -- and allows all of us a
deeper understanding of the enduring multidimensional world created by the
institution of slavery.
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Henry Townsend, a black farmer, bootmaker, and former slave, has a fondness for Paradise Lost and an
unusual mentor -- William Robbins, perhaps the most powerful man in antebellum Virginia's Manchester
County. Under Robbins's tutelage, Henry becomes proprietor of his own plantation -- as well as of his own
slaves. When he dies, his widow, Caldonia, succumbs to profound grief, and things begin to fall apart at their
plantation: slaves take to escaping under the cover of night, and families who had once found love beneath
the weight of slavery begin to betray one another. Beyond the Townsend estate, the known world also
unravels: low-paid white patrollers stand watch as slave "speculators" sell free black people into slavery, and
rumors of slave rebellions set white families against slaves who have served them for years.

An ambitious, luminously written novel that ranges seamlessly between the past and future and back again to
the present, The Known World weaves together the lives of freed and enslaved blacks, whites, and Indians --
and allows all of us a deeper understanding of the enduring multidimensional world created by the institution
of slavery.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Known
World. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Della Bailey:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do
that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific The Known World to read.

James Rodriguez:

The publication with title The Known World includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Phillip Vargas:

This The Known World is new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having bit of digest in reading this The Known World can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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