
The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated
Biography, Revised Edition

By Enoch Brater

The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography, Revised Edition By
Enoch Brater

Samuel Beckett was one of the truly seminal and influential writers of the 20th
century. The Nobel Prize for Literature awarded to him in 1969 symbolized his
acceptance by the international community. He is undoubtedly a 'difficult' writer,
and one of the virtues of Enoch Brater's concise literary biography is to give the
general reader easier access to Beckett's work, particularly his later and more
elliptical theatre and prose pieces. Professor Brater follows Beckett's career from
the early days in Ireland, to the efflorexcence in France just after the Second
World War, and beyond that to the unfolding of his success in the rest of the
world following the universal appeal of his cryptic, moving play Waiting for
Godot. In his analysis of the way Beckett approaches his work, Brater
emphasises the Irish rhythms in his writing, and examines, at all stages, the
intriguing relationships between his fiction and his compositions for theatre, film
and television. Supported by a large selection of photographs, personal and
public, this is a brilliant and informed study of Beckett's life and works.
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undoubtedly a 'difficult' writer, and one of the virtues of Enoch Brater's concise literary biography is to give
the general reader easier access to Beckett's work, particularly his later and more elliptical theatre and prose
pieces. Professor Brater follows Beckett's career from the early days in Ireland, to the efflorexcence in
France just after the Second World War, and beyond that to the unfolding of his success in the rest of the
world following the universal appeal of his cryptic, moving play Waiting for Godot. In his analysis of the
way Beckett approaches his work, Brater emphasises the Irish rhythms in his writing, and examines, at all
stages, the intriguing relationships between his fiction and his compositions for theatre, film and television.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For writers, the face of Samuel Beckett, in all its graven, leathery, wrinkled severity, remains an object of
great aspiration-it seems to be what a writer's face should look like. So it's fitting that this updated biography
of the self-conscious author and playwright offers so many photos. Moving from Beckett's youth in Ireland,
through his Parisian years and into his world fame, the text presents a fairly straightforward, if episodic and
lightly organized, narrative of the absurdist's ascension, without much in the way of probing speculation, but
plenty of detail. "Beckett made his only known stage appearance in a short skit he wrote after his return to
Trinity with George Pelorson, an exchange student from Paris," opens one paragraph, by the end of which
Beckett has graduated from school. Filled with asides and passing critical commentary, the text meanders
alongside the photographs to draw a picture of Beckett's emotional, intellectual and professional dimensions,
settling finally on the story of Waiting for Godot and its global acclaim. The candid photo diary segues into
production stills from early performances, and later ones featuring celebrity casts, and the text becomes
increasingly impersonal. At moments, this book feels cobbled together from a slim archive of images, but for
the Beckett completist it offers a wealth of rich material. 122 illustrations.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
''After reading this book one has a true sense of the whole of Beckett's genius.''

''122 photographs, personal and public, make the text breathe with life.''

About the Author
Enoch Brater is the Kenneth T. Rowe Collegiate Professor of Dramatic Literature, Professor of English and
Theater at the University of Michigan and the series editor of Methuen Drama's Miller scholarly editions. He
has written extensively on the work of Samuel Beckett and Arthur Miller.

Enoch Brater is the Kenneth T. Rowe Collegiate Professor of Dramatic Literature, Professor of English and
Theater at the University of Michigan. He is series editor of Methuen Drama's Arthur Miller scholarly
editions, and with Mark Taylor-Batty of Methuen Drama's Engage series. He has written extensively on the
work of Samuel Beckett and Arthur Miller.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography, Revised
Edition. Try to make the book The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography, Revised Edition as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.



Carissa Ware:

With other case, little people like to read book The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography,
Revised Edition. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography, Revised
Edition. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Louis Patrick:

Typically the book The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography, Revised Edition will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Essential
Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography, Revised Edition is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lauren Smith:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Essential Samuel Beckett: An Illustrated Biography,
Revised Edition can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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