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Just as the 1850s can be considered a decade of national divisiveness and discord,
1859 was a year of divisiveness and discord within the Marine Corps
Quartermaster Department. The Marine Corps had a new commandant after
almost three decades of management by Colonel Commandant Archibald
Henderson and he came into the job with different ideas and a different
management style, but the change in dress and equipment was necessary
regardless as to who commanded the Marine Corps. Civilian fashions in Europe
and the United States had changed and by the 1850s the Marine uniform was
more anachronistic than fashionable. Equipment was also evolving and military
leaders in the Army and the Marine Corps were well aware of these
developments. The time had come to make a change and, to its credit,
headquarters Marine Corps prompted by the new commandant seized the
opportunity. Unfortunately, the unique nature of Marine service with
detachments constantly leaving on long sea deployments, others returning, and
still others guarding naval establishments, coupled with a new commandant and
an inexperienced quartermaster, made the development of the new uniform and
equipment more difficult than might otherwise have been the case. The uniform
and equipment that emerged was all in one elegant, distinctive, and functional,
even if not the product of efficient planning and development.

From the perspective of naval operations, the Marine Corps of the Civil War era
was heavily committed and rendered significant service. Unfortunately, the
contribution of Marines serving ashore and afloat has gone largely unrecognized
until the publication of co-author David M. Sullivan's four-volume series on the
subject>

The objective of The Civil War Uniforms of the United States Marine Corps: The
Regulations of 1859 was initially conceived to put a face on the officers and
enlisted men of the Civil War era Marine Corps by bringing together the many
mostly unpublished images of officer and enlisted Marines photographed
between 1859 and 1875. Where possible, the officers and Marines in the images
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are identified by name and service history. Rather then simply present the
photographs as portraits, the decision was made to organize the images according
to the dress and equipment being worn. In addition to being able to determine the
extent to which the 1859 regulations are a reliable guide to what was actually
being used, this decision gave the authors the opportunity to incorporate many of
the surviving examples of uniforms and equipment held in various museums and
private collections. The uniforms, weapons, and equipment became the basis for
arranging the photographs, consequently the chapters follow the precise subject
matter arrangement of the 1859 Regulations for the Uniforms and Dress for the
Marine Corps of the United States, October, 1859. Each chapter begins with the
text pertaining to that section along with the 1859 publication s original
illustrations.

The man appointed as Quartermaster of the Marine Corps who would oversee the
development of the 1859 uniform and equipment was Major Daniel J.
Sutherland, who came to the assignment in 1857 with minimal experience having
served only two years as assistant quartermaster. The Quartermaster Department
itself had always been small and was the creation of Captain Elijah J. Weed in
the early 1820s. Breveted captain in November 1828, Weed instituted the
practice of having selected lieutenants assigned as assistant quartermasters until
the position was made official on 1 July 1834. Augustus A. Nicholson was one of
these officers and, as a brevet captain in July 1834.....
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Just as the 1850s can be considered a decade of national divisiveness and discord, 1859 was a year of
divisiveness and discord within the Marine Corps Quartermaster Department. The Marine Corps had a new
commandant after almost three decades of management by Colonel Commandant Archibald Henderson and
he came into the job with different ideas and a different management style, but the change in dress and
equipment was necessary regardless as to who commanded the Marine Corps. Civilian fashions in Europe
and the United States had changed and by the 1850s the Marine uniform was more anachronistic than
fashionable. Equipment was also evolving and military leaders in the Army and the Marine Corps were well
aware of these developments. The time had come to make a change and, to its credit, headquarters Marine
Corps prompted by the new commandant seized the opportunity. Unfortunately, the unique nature of Marine
service with detachments constantly leaving on long sea deployments, others returning, and still others
guarding naval establishments, coupled with a new commandant and an inexperienced quartermaster, made
the development of the new uniform and equipment more difficult than might otherwise have been the case.
The uniform and equipment that emerged was all in one elegant, distinctive, and functional, even if not the
product of efficient planning and development.

From the perspective of naval operations, the Marine Corps of the Civil War era was heavily committed and
rendered significant service. Unfortunately, the contribution of Marines serving ashore and afloat has gone
largely unrecognized until the publication of co-author David M. Sullivan's four-volume series on the
subject>

The objective of The Civil War Uniforms of the United States Marine Corps: The Regulations of 1859 was
initially conceived to put a face on the officers and enlisted men of the Civil War era Marine Corps by
bringing together the many mostly unpublished images of officer and enlisted Marines photographed
between 1859 and 1875. Where possible, the officers and Marines in the images are identified by name and
service history. Rather then simply present the photographs as portraits, the decision was made to organize
the images according to the dress and equipment being worn. In addition to being able to determine the
extent to which the 1859 regulations are a reliable guide to what was actually being used, this decision gave
the authors the opportunity to incorporate many of the surviving examples of uniforms and equipment held
in various museums and private collections. The uniforms, weapons, and equipment became the basis for
arranging the photographs, consequently the chapters follow the precise subject matter arrangement of the
1859 Regulations for the Uniforms and Dress for the Marine Corps of the United States, October, 1859. Each
chapter begins with the text pertaining to that section along with the 1859 publication s original illustrations.

The man appointed as Quartermaster of the Marine Corps who would oversee the development of the 1859
uniform and equipment was Major Daniel J. Sutherland, who came to the assignment in 1857 with minimal
experience having served only two years as assistant quartermaster. The Quartermaster Department itself had
always been small and was the creation of Captain Elijah J. Weed in the early 1820s. Breveted captain in
November 1828, Weed instituted the practice of having selected lieutenants assigned as assistant



quartermasters until the position was made official on 1 July 1834. Augustus A. Nicholson was one of these
officers and, as a brevet captain in July 1834.....
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dr. Charles H. Cureton entered his present appointment as Chief, Museums and Historical Property, Training
and Doctrine Command, in September 1988. Previously, he served as director of the Frontier Army Museum
at Fort Leavenworth and director of the 101st Airborne Museum at Fort Campbell. Dr. Cureton was
commissioned in the Marine Corps in 1972 and in 1983 he was assigned to the Marine Corps Historical
Center. As a reserve lieutenant colonel he participated in the Persian Gulf War as a field historian. He was
subsequently appointed as head of the first joint field history team sent to Somalia and Haiti. In 1997, he was
appointed as officer-in-charge of the Marine Corps Field History unit. Dr. Cureton holds a BA in History and
Psychology, an MA in History, and a PhD in History. His publications include Marines in the Persian Gulf
War: With the First Marine Division and U.S. Marines: A History of Marine Corps Dress, and Fort Monroe:
A Walking Tour.

David M. Sullivan, the 2003 recipient of the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation s General O. P. Smith
Heritage Award, is the administrator of the Company of Military Historians, and editor of its journal Military
Collector & Historian. He is also president of the International Naval Research Organization and executive
production editor of its journal, Warship International. Sullivan holds a BA in Military History. He is the
author of the four-volume series, The United States Marine Corps in the Civil War; and editor of the revised
and expanded Biographical Sketches of the Commissioned Officers of the Confederate States Marine Corps.
He was a contributing author to Dr. William N. Still s The Confederate Navy: The Ships, Men, and
Organization, 1861 65.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Civil War Uniforms of the United States Marine
Corps: The Regulations of 1859 as the daily resource information.

Steven Weathers:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Civil War
Uniforms of the United States Marine Corps: The Regulations of 1859 suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Civil War Uniforms of the United
States Marine Corps: The Regulations of 1859is a single of several books which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of



people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

David Lussier:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Civil War Uniforms of the United
States Marine Corps: The Regulations of 1859 or maybe others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Civil War Uniforms of the United States Marine Corps: The
Regulations of 1859 to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Warner Gomez:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The
Civil War Uniforms of the United States Marine Corps: The Regulations of 1859. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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