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Combining a close knowledge of Asia and an ability to tap Chinese-language
sources with naval combat experience and expertise in sea-power theory, the
authors assess how the rise of Chinese sea power will affect U.S. maritime
strategy in Asia. They argue that China is laying the groundwork for a sustained
challenge to American primacy in maritime Asia, and to defend this hypothesis
they look back to Alfred Thayer Mahan's sea-power theories, now popular with
the Chinese. The book considers how strategic thought about the sea shapes
Beijing's deliberations and compares China's geostrategic predicament to that of
the Kaiser's Germany a century ago. It examines the Chinese navy's operational
concepts, tactics, and capabilities and appraises China's ballistic-missile
submarine fleet. The authors conclude that unless Washington adapts, China will
present a challenge to America's strategic position.

For the Chief of Naval Operation's Reading List●

By The Atlantic as one of the Best Books of the Year on foreign affairs in 2010●

By Proceedings magazine as a Notable Naval book in 2010.●
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Editorial Review

Review
"Red Star Over the Pacific is the book to read to understand what China thinks of sea power (or what the
United States thinks China thinks about sea power.)" ? International Journal of Military History

“Red Star Over the Pacific is a timely, focused, and persuasive analysis of Chinese naval strategy that stands
well above other works on the topic. The patient, solid scholarship and nuanced argumentation of the work
offer a comprehensive perspective of Chinese strategic thinking and naval development and their
ramifications for the United States. Although cautious in its language, the book leaves readers with a firm
impression that not only is the balance of naval power in the Pacific steadily shifting against the United
States, but also, more importantly, public maritime interest and naval intellectual power are shifting in ways
that are potentially destabilizing for the region…. Red Star Over the Pacific fills a significant gap in military
and strategic analysis between grand but often empty theories of international relations and overly detailed
analysis of specific ships or weapons…. Casual readers, naval historians, military officers, and perhaps some
Chinese readers should all benefit from this work, which is likely to become a benchmark text in a
burgeoning field.” ? Joint Force Quarterly

“The authors present convincing arguments that China’s 21st-century naval strategy and improvements in the
quality and quantity of its modern naval forces signal a change from Mao Tse-tung’s old theory of coast
defense to a power projection naval strategy reaching into the Indian Ocean, into the South China Sea, and as
far across the Pacific as Guam.” ? Military Officer

“…An interesting and thought provoking discussion of the rise of China’s naval capabilities… thought
provoking… This volume is an excellent read for those interested in Asia, maritime strategy, and geo-
strategic questions.” ? DCMilitary.com, Waterline

". . . .A very useful volume. . . .Anyone with an interest in East Asian politics or maritime affairs will find it
useful. . . . Recommended." ?Choice

“This is an indispensable book for anyone who wishes to be accurately informed about China’s alarming
maritime quest. Clearly written and impeccably documented, it analyses the full range of issues raised.” ?
War in History

“Red Star over the Pacific is an excellent overview of China’s emerging naval capabilities, doctrine and
strategy. It places China’s rise in context. For this reason alone, this book will be an important source for
anyoneworking in the fields of international relations, strategic studies or defence. For naval professionals it
is essential reading.” ? Journal of the Australian Naval Institute

“Yoshihara and Holmes have written an accessible yet comprehensive explanation of the precepts of Chinese
maritime strategy and, by contrasting it to US strategy, have provided a framework by which to understand
the rapid growth and where it might be heading. Red Star over the Pacific is recommended as an important
contribution to the field.” ? Australian Defence Force Journal

“The authors present convincing arguments that China’s 21st-century naval strategy and improvements in the
quality and quantity of its modern naval forces signal a change from Mao Tse-tung’s old theory of coast



defense to a power projection naval strategy reaching into the Indian Ocean, into the South China Sea, and as
far across the Pacific as Guam.” ? Military Officer

About the Author
Dr. Toshi Yoshihara is a professor in the Strategy and Policy Department at the Naval War College.
Previously, he was a visiting professor in the Strategy Department at the Air War College. Dr. Yoshihara
holds a Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.

James R. Holmes is a professor of strategy at the Naval War College and a faculty associate at the University
of Georgia School of Public and International Affairs. A former U.S. Navy surface warfare officer, he earned
a Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime
Strategy.

Sonia Cote:

The book Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime
Strategy? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Red Star over the
Pacific: China's Rise and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Arthur Faust:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise and the
Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.



Alexander Goodman:

This Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Red Star over the Pacific:
China's Rise and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Red Star over the Pacific: China's Rise
and the Challenge to U.S. Maritime Strategy forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.
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