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Elizabeth Tonkin looks at how oral histories are constructed and how they should
be interpreted. Her study is illustrated through a wide range of examples of
memory, narration, and oral tradition, including many from Europe and the
Americas, and with a particular focus on oral histories from the Jlao Kru of
Liberia, with whom the author has carried out extensive research. She also draws
on and integrates the insights of a range of disciplines, such as literary criticism,
linguistics, history, psychology, and communication and cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Tonkin provides a lucid discussion of how oral history is constructed....the strengths of the book are
many....numerous illustrative examples from predominantly oral cultures in Africa as well as from
industrialized Europe and America....perhaps the most significant feature of the book is its unified
approach." Anthropological Linguistics

"...this is a very thoughtful and delightful work, carefully argued, the fruit of wide reading and sustained
thought....It is also a delight to read." Anthropos

"...provocative, yet offered in an uncommonly unpretentious and engaging fashion. Her work is a welcome
addition to the declining number of full-scale interpretations of oral historiography, by whatever name, and,
although addressed primarily to anthropologists, it is worth historians' close attention as well." David
Henige, Journal of Interdisciplinary History

About the Author
Tonkin is Professor of Social Anthropology, The Queen's University of Belfast.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Narrating our Pasts: The Social Construction of Oral History
(Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate Culture) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Narrating our Pasts: The Social Construction
of Oral History (Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate Culture) content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Narrating our Pasts: The Social Construction of Oral History
(Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate Culture) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sophia Myers:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Narrating our Pasts: The Social Construction of
Oral History (Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate Culture) as the daily resource information.



Scott Bourquin:

This Narrating our Pasts: The Social Construction of Oral History (Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate
Culture) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Narrating our Pasts: The Social Construction of
Oral History (Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate Culture) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Denise Wentzel:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Narrating our Pasts: The Social
Construction of Oral History (Cambridge Studies in Oral and Literate Culture) can be the solution, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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