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The decline of religion and ever increasing influence of science pose acute
ethical issues for us all. Can we reject the literal truth of the Gospels yet still
retain a Christian morality? Can we defend any 'moral values' against the
constant encroachments of technology? Indeed, are we in danger of losing most
of the qualities which make us truly human? Here, drawing on a novelist's insight
into art, literature and abnormal psychology, Iris Murdoch conducts an ongoing
debate with major writers, thinkers and theologians—from Augustine to
Wittgenstein, Shakespeare to Sartre, Plato to Derrida—to provide fresh and
compelling answers to these crucial questions.
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The decline of religion and ever increasing influence of science pose acute ethical issues for us all. Can we
reject the literal truth of the Gospels yet still retain a Christian morality? Can we defend any 'moral values'
against the constant encroachments of technology? Indeed, are we in danger of losing most of the qualities
which make us truly human? Here, drawing on a novelist's insight into art, literature and abnormal
psychology, Iris Murdoch conducts an ongoing debate with major writers, thinkers and theologians—from
Augustine to Wittgenstein, Shakespeare to Sartre, Plato to Derrida—to provide fresh and compelling answers
to these crucial questions.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British novelist-philosopher Murdoch's treatise on contemporary morality spans such topics as
Shakespearean tragedy, Martin Buber's philosophy and the nature of the imagination.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book is about the interplay of metaphysical images in art, religon, and especially morals. Morality is
fundamental to human nature and is to be understood, according to distinguished novelist and philosophy
professor Murdoch, not merely in piecemeal analysis but in the broad synthesis of metaphysical categories
that set the order and pattern of our moral experience and our concepts thereof. Moral discernment comes
from concentrated attention and appears ex nihilo , as by a kind of grace that leads us from contingent detail
toward a perfection that we (allegedly) know intuitively. The work draws significant influence from Plato
and Kant and also discusses aspects of Schopenhauer, Wittgenstein, and Buber in detail. Far-ranging and rich
with well-chosen examples, this insightful book challenges us to think more clearly about its subject.
- Robert Hoffman, York Coll., CUNY
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Iris Murdoch has written a book which concerns all of us as human beings … There are pages here that one
wants to embrace her for, pages that say things of fundamental human importance in a way that they have
never quite been said before"
—Noel Malcolm in the Sunday Telegraph

"This is philosophy dragged from the cloister, dusted down and made freshly relevant to suffering and
egoism, death and religious ecstasy … and how we feel compasison for others"
—Terry Eagleton in the Guardian

"Gripping … it enchants with a clause that sets you daydreaming, captivates with a stream of thought,
empowers with reminiscences"
—Ian Hacking in the London Review of Books

"Anyone who has even the slightest interest in philosophical matters will find Metaphysics as a Guide to
Morals an utterly absorbing book"
—The Wall Street Journal

"Remarkable … Iris Murdoch has once again put us all in her debt."
—Alasdair MacIntyre in The New York Times Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Frances Barrett:

The book Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Johnny Rogowski:

Here thing why this kind of Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals
(Penguin Philosophy) in e-book can be your substitute.

Mary Barnett:

This Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) are generally reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals
(Penguin Philosophy) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Joy Hutchinson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy)
can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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