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Punk rock and hip-hop. Disco and salsa. The loft jazz scene and the downtown
composers known as Minimalists. In the mid-1970s, New York City was a
laboratory where all the major styles of modern music were reinvented?block by
block, by musicians who knew, admired, and borrowed from one another. Crime
was everywhere, the government was broke, and the infrastructure was
collapsing. But rent was cheap, and the possibilities for musical exploration were
limitless.
Love Goes to Buildings on Fire is the first book to tell the full story of the era's
music scenes and the phenomenal and surprising ways they intersected. From
New Year's Day 1973 to New Year's Eve 1977, the book moves panoramically
from post-Dylan Greenwich Village, to the arson-scarred South Bronx barrios
where salsa and hip-hop were created, to the lower Manhattan lofts where jazz
and classical music were reimagined, to ramshackle clubs like CBGB and the
Gallery, where rock and dance music were hot-wired for a new generation.
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Punk rock and hip-hop. Disco and salsa. The loft jazz scene and the downtown composers known as
Minimalists. In the mid-1970s, New York City was a laboratory where all the major styles of modern music
were reinvented?block by block, by musicians who knew, admired, and borrowed from one another. Crime
was everywhere, the government was broke, and the infrastructure was collapsing. But rent was cheap, and
the possibilities for musical exploration were limitless.
Love Goes to Buildings on Fire is the first book to tell the full story of the era's music scenes and the
phenomenal and surprising ways they intersected. From New Year's Day 1973 to New Year's Eve 1977, the
book moves panoramically from post-Dylan Greenwich Village, to the arson-scarred South Bronx barrios
where salsa and hip-hop were created, to the lower Manhattan lofts where jazz and classical music were
reimagined, to ramshackle clubs like CBGB and the Gallery, where rock and dance music were hot-wired for
a new generation.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Practically every paragraph about music here is also about something else just as fascinating--race, city
planning, ambition, drugs, hair-dos. Braiding intricate research with his own teenage memories, Hermes has
a bird's eye view of a great city, and has his ear to the ground.” ?Sarah Vowell

“By simply putting things in chronological order, Will Hermes shows just how astonishing New York City's
music was in the 1970s. But he does more than that: he brings depth and discernment and an eye for odd
detail, making his book an essential work of cultural history.” ?Luc Sante

“Love Goes to Buildings on Fire is an almost perfect portrait of New York music culture: specific yet
comprehensive, enthusiastic yet objective, and as informed as it is personal. The four-page section of what
(seemingly) every interesting person in NYC was doing on the night of the ‘77 blackout could have been a
book unto itself.” ?Chuck Klosterman

“A must-read for any music lover, Love Goes to Buildings on Fire will no doubt inspire nostalgia in readers
who lived through the era, and make those who didn't wish they had.” ?Liz Raftery, The Boston Globe

“Will Hermes grew up in Queens, but Love Goes to Buildings on Fire, his new book on New York's 1970s
music scene, is no nostalgia jag--it's a detailed time-machine trip that zooms in on everyone from the New
York Dolls to Steve Reich.” ?Rolling Stone

“Meticulously researched and engaging.” ?Eric Been, The Wall Street Journal

“I thought there was nothing left to say about the seventies NYC music scene, but Hermes puts it all
together--punk, salsa, jazz, hip-hop, disco--into a portrait of a city in ferment, with new bubbles of
innovation popping up all over.” ?Dan Kois, Vulture Recommends (New York magazine)

“Revelatory.” ?Entertainment Weekly (Grade: A)

“There's no mistaking that this book will have a special appeal for people who were exposed to this music
when it was developing--mostly those living in New York in the mid-70s--but Hermes does what a good
writer does. He makes the rest of us (this writer included) wish we'd been there.” ?Georgia Young, Paste

“[Hermes] does an expert turn here in his book about the music scene in 1970s New York, moving between
musical genres and the human worlds they contained with the light-headed excitement of a bright grad
student who's transferring from one subway line to another.” ?Emily Carter, Minneapolis Star-Tribune

“[A] breathtaking, panoramic portrait of five years . . . that music in New York City was alive, flourishing,
and kicking out the jams.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Hermes moves effortlessly back and forth between the various musical genres while interspersing stories of
New York at a time when the city was on the verge of financial ruin and moral collapse.” ?Booklist (starred
review)



From the Author
"(4 stars) The first book to trace the parallel ascents of every sound born in the city in that dense time--not
just punk, disco and hip-hop but salsa, loft jazz, and downtown minimalism... Rich in details and laced with
the author's own musical memories, this tells the sonic tale of a city at a low point that finds its creative
peak." 
-Mojo magazine UK

From the Inside Flap
A fascinating book that covers not only the punk and new rock music of the day, but looks at that period in
New York between 1973 and the end of 1977 back to a time a time when hip-hop was being birthed, salsa
was finding its voice, the avant-garde scene was being heard, and the new loft jazz scene was being born.
-Bob Boilen, NPR's All Songs Considered

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Love Goes to Buildings on
Fire: Five Years in New York That Changed Music Forever book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Cornelius Callaghan:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Love Goes to Buildings on Fire: Five Years in New York That Changed Music Forever the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Love Goes to Buildings on Fire: Five
Years in New York That Changed Music Forever giving you one more experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Albin:

This Love Goes to Buildings on Fire: Five Years in New York That Changed Music Forever is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Love Goes to Buildings on Fire: Five Years in New York That



Changed Music Forever in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Mary Hopkins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Love Goes to Buildings on Fire: Five
Years in New York That Changed Music Forever which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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