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A New York Times Notable Book

"This brilliant and magisterial book is a very good bet to...become the definitive
study of Johannes Brahms."--The Plain Dealer

Judicious, compassionate, and full of insight into Brahms's human complexity as
well as his music, Johannes Brahms is an indispensable biography.

Proclaimed the new messiah of Romanticism by Robert Schumann when he was
only twenty, Johannes Brahms dedicated himself to a long and extraordinarily
productive career.  In this book, Jan Swafford sets out to reveal the little-known
Brahms, the boy who grew up in mercantile Hamburg and played piano in beer
halls among prostitutes and drunken sailors, the fiercely self-protective man who
thwarted future biographers by burning papers, scores and notebooks late in his
life.  Making unprecedented use of the remaining archival material, Swafford
offers richly expanded perspectives on Brahms's youth, on his difficult romantic
life--particularly his longstanding relationship with Clara Schumann--and on his
professional rivalry with Lizst and Wagner.  

"[Johannes Brahms] will no doubt stand as the definitive work on Brahms, one
of the monumental biographies in the entire musical library."--London Weekly
Standard

"It is a measure of the accomplishment of Jan Swafford's biography that
Brahms's sadness becomes palpable.... [Swafford] manages to construct a full-
bodied human being."--The New York Times Book Review
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The brilliant biographer of a quintessentially American, prototypically modern musician (Charles Ives)
proves just as masterful in probing the life and art of a 19th-century German composer. Writing with
passionate clarity that perfectly matches the genius of Brahms (1833-97), Jan Swafford traces the emotional
wellsprings of this secretive man's music without trivializing art into mere autobiography. A composer
himself, Swafford understands and lucidly conveys Brahms's unique position in musical history: beloved by
many, emulated by few, the triumphant yet melancholy heir of a tradition coming to an end in his lifetime.

From Kirkus Reviews
A definitive work about one of the 19th century's most influential classical music composers. Books coming
out in anniversary years too often don't live up to the subject they celebrate. Such is most definitely not the
case in Swafford's biography of Brahms, published on the 100th anniversary of his death. This is an
exceptionally well written chronicle of this musical master, an extraordinary work, guaranteed to inform and
entertain classical music aficionados and tyros alike. That Swafford (Charles Ives: A Life in Music, 1996)
had no easy task is clear. Where some leave long paper trails, Brahms, hoping to let his music rather than his
personal life be the legacy on which later generations judged him, destroyed countless personal documents,
letters, and music scores he deemed unworthy or compromising. But where Brahms was exceptionally
careful--he even signed his name ``J. Br'' to thwart hungry autograph seekers--those around him were not,
notably Clara Schumann. A brilliant professional pianist, Frau Schumann, who was married to composer
Robert Schumann, was the love of Brahms's life. In their decades-long relationship, they exchanged
hundreds of letters, many of which still exist despite Brahms's attempts to get them returned. The letters are
simultaneously touching revelations of their relationship--likely never consummated--and perceptive journals
of an exciting musical era. Swafford uses the correspondence and other research to paint an exhaustive
picture of that era and of Brahms himself. What emerges is a stimulating view of a living paradox, a
misogynist who used women as his muse, a generous spirit whose barbed tongue often alienated his best
friends. In between, Swafford cleverly uses some 64 musical examples to illustrate Brahms's many musical
developments. For readers of Swafford's biography, Brahms's Lullaby will never sound the same. (16 pages
of illustrations, not seen) -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
"A mighty attempt to integrate [Brahms's] puzzling persona ... with the human reality [of] Brahms's music....
Absorbing".

-- THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Lentz:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Johannes Brahms: A Biography. Try to make the book Johannes Brahms: A
Biography as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more



confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Derrick Minor:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Johannes Brahms: A Biography as the daily
resource information.

Bethany Archie:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this Johannes Brahms: A Biography.

Anthony Muller:

The reason? Because this Johannes Brahms: A Biography is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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