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This volume offers an accessible and wide-ranging introduction to the history of
international political thought.

Taking as its starting-point the various concepts people have used to think about
differences between political communities, the book explores changing
perceptions of international politics from antiquity to the twentieth century. As
well as discussing well-known themes such as relations between independent
sovereign states and the tension between raison d'etat and a universal code of
natural law, it also examines less familiar ideas which have influenced the
development of international political thought such as the distinction between
civilization, national culture and barbarism, religious attitudes towards infidels,
and theories about racial difference and imperialism. Among the key thinkers
covered are Thucydides, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Kant, Marx and Morgenthau,
alongside less commonly studied figures such as Herodotus, Pope Innocent IV,
Herder, Constant and Zimmern. Each chapter concludes with a guide to further
reading which will help students to develop a more detailed understanding of the
subject.

Written with the beginner student in mind, this lively textbook is an ideal
introduction for anyone studying international political thought.
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This volume offers an accessible and wide-ranging introduction to the history of international political
thought.

Taking as its starting-point the various concepts people have used to think about differences between
political communities, the book explores changing perceptions of international politics from antiquity to the
twentieth century. As well as discussing well-known themes such as relations between independent
sovereign states and the tension between raison d'etat and a universal code of natural law, it also examines
less familiar ideas which have influenced the development of international political thought such as the
distinction between civilization, national culture and barbarism, religious attitudes towards infidels, and
theories about racial difference and imperialism. Among the key thinkers covered are Thucydides,
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Kant, Marx and Morgenthau, alongside less commonly studied figures such as
Herodotus, Pope Innocent IV, Herder, Constant and Zimmern. Each chapter concludes with a guide to
further reading which will help students to develop a more detailed understanding of the subject.

Written with the beginner student in mind, this lively textbook is an ideal introduction for anyone studying
international political thought.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘A creative, insightful, and wide-ranging introduction to the history of international political thought,
emphasizing issues of identity, inclusion, and exclusion in international society. Keene's overview of the
field is at once eminently accessible to advanced undergraduates and stimulating, even challenging, to
professional scholars. Time and again, familiar authors and issues appear in a new and fascinating light.’

Jack Donnelly, University of Denver

‘This is a learned and valuable overview of key concepts in the history of international political thought.
Keene's focus on changing conceptions of how communities should be held together and separated from the
rest of humankind provides a distinctive approach to international political thought over two millennia. All
those who are interested in the linkages between political theory and international relations will profit from
reading this important addition to the literature.’

Andrew Linklater, University of Wales

From the Back Cover
This volume offers an accessible and wide-ranging introduction to the history of international political
thought.

Taking as its starting-point the various concepts people have used to think about differences between
political communities, the book explores changing perceptions of international politics from antiquity to the
twentieth century. As well as discussing well-known themes such as relations between independent
sovereign states and the tension between raison d'état and a universal code of natural law, it also examines
less familiar ideas which have influenced the development of international political thought such as the
distinction between civilization, national culture and barbarism, religious attitudes towards infidels, and
theories about racial difference and imperialism. Among the key thinkers covered are Thucydides,
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Kant, Marx and Morgenthau, alongside less commonly studied figures such as
Herodotus, Pope Innocent IV, Herder, Constant and Zimmern. Each chapter concludes with a guide to
further reading which will help students to develop a more detailed understanding of the subject.

Written with the beginner student in mind, this lively textbook is an ideal introduction for anyone studying
international political thought.

About the Author
Edward Keene is an Assistant Professor at the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs, Georgia Institute
of Technology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Katie Phillips:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This International Political Thought: An Historical Introduction book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with International Political Thought: An Historical Introduction content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such
as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking International Political Thought: An Historical Introduction is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Young:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
International Political Thought: An Historical Introduction.

James Drennan:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the guide untitled International Political Thought: An Historical Introduction can be very good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Jerry Melgar:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love International Political Thought: An Historical
Introduction, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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