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An anthology of the key writings of the best-known and arguably most
prolific landscape architect in U.S. history.

Often called the father of landscape architecture, Frederick Law Olmsted was
responsible for the design of Central Park and Prospect Park in New York City;
Mount Royal Park in Montreal; the Belle Isle Park in Detroit; the Grand
Necklace of Parks in Milwaukee; the Cherokee Park and entire parks system in
Louisville, KY; and the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina, to name a
few of his most famous projects. His landscape works are enjoyed in 25 states
and 3 Canadian provinces. Most of these parks were created during and
immediately after the Civil War. This title presents the opportunity to witness the
evolution of Olmsted’s design and social philosophies during a time of upheaval
in American history.

Sixteen selections, dating from the 1850s to the 1890s, reveal Frederick Law
Olmsted’s youthful interests as well as his mature thinking on cities, small
residential sites, the history and theory of urban parks, and landscape architecture
in general. His writings directly addressed important issues of his day, but they
remain as cogent as ever in today’s environmental crisis.
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An anthology of the key writings of the best-known and arguably most prolific landscape architect in
U.S. history.

Often called the father of landscape architecture, Frederick Law Olmsted was responsible for the design of
Central Park and Prospect Park in New York City; Mount Royal Park in Montreal; the Belle Isle Park in
Detroit; the Grand Necklace of Parks in Milwaukee; the Cherokee Park and entire parks system in Louisville,
KY; and the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina, to name a few of his most famous projects. His
landscape works are enjoyed in 25 states and 3 Canadian provinces. Most of these parks were created during
and immediately after the Civil War. This title presents the opportunity to witness the evolution of Olmsted’s
design and social philosophies during a time of upheaval in American history.

Sixteen selections, dating from the 1850s to the 1890s, reveal Frederick Law Olmsted’s youthful interests as
well as his mature thinking on cities, small residential sites, the history and theory of urban parks, and
landscape architecture in general. His writings directly addressed important issues of his day, but they remain
as cogent as ever in today’s environmental crisis.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[A]n important book…An excellent introduction surveys Olmsted’s life and work and provides a general
context for the well-chosen essays…Highly recommended.” (S. Hammer - CHOICE)

“[A]n ideal reference for students and professionals.” (Landscape Architecture)

“[A]n important addition to Olmsted literature in print.” (National Association for Olmsted Parks)

“Olmsted, the most recognized landscape architects in United States history and the author of these papers,
was celebrated as a member of the literati, way before he was connected with the field of landscape design.
Historian Robert Twombly examines this background and Olmsted’s work, bringing the reader’s attention to
some insightful remarks that put a different slant on this revered figure.” (Current Books and Reviews,
Chicago Botanic Garden)

“With this definitive new anthology, readers can delve into Olmsted’s personal thoughts on cities, urban
parks, residential sites, and his theory of landscape architecture. These timeless writings have meaning for
Olmsted’s era and our own.” (Lillian Civantos - Contract Magazine's "Talk Contract" blog)

About the Author
Robert Twombly teaches at the Spitzer School of Architecture, The City College, New York City. He lives
in West Nyack, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

The book Frederick Law Olmsted: Essential Texts can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Frederick Law
Olmsted: Essential Texts? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Frederick Law
Olmsted: Essential Texts has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Oropeza:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to



consider look for book, may be the book untitled Frederick Law Olmsted: Essential Texts can be good book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kristina Keene:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Frederick Law Olmsted: Essential Texts can give you a lot
of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Frederick Law Olmsted: Essential Texts.

Jeffrey Diaz:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Frederick Law Olmsted: Essential Texts was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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