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When the Korean War broke out in 1950, the Marine Corps was ordered to
deploy an air-ground brigade in less than ten days, even though no such brigade
existed at the time. Assembled from the woefully understrength 1st Marine
Division and 1st Marine Air Wing units, the Brigade shipped out only six days
after activation, sailed directly to Korea, was in combat within ninety-six hours
of landing and, despite these enormous handicaps and numerically superior
enemy forces, won every one of its engagements and helped secure the Pusan
Perimeter.

Despite its remarkable achievements, the Brigade's history has largely been lost
amid accounts of the sweeping operations that followed. Its real history has been
replaced by myths that attribute its success to tough training, great conditioning,
unit cohesion, and combat-experienced officers. None of which were true. T. X.
Hammes now reveals the real story of the Brigade's success, prominently citing
the Corps' crucial ability to maintain its ethos, culture, and combat effectiveness
during the period between World War II and Korea, when its very existence was
being challenged.

By studying the Corps from 1945 to 1950, Hammes shows that it was indeed the
culture of the Corps—a culture based on remembering its storied history and
learning to face modern challenges—that was responsible for the Brigade's
success. The Corps remembered the human factors that made it so successful in
past wars, notably the ethos of never leaving another marine behind. At the same
time, the Corps demonstrated commendable flexibility in adapting its doctrine
and operations to evolutions in modern warfare. In particular, the Corps
overcame the air-ground schism that marked the end of World War II to excel at
close air support. Despite massive budget and manpower cuts, the Corps
continued to experiment and learn even at it clung to its historical lodestones.
This approach was validated during the Brigade's trial by fire.

More than a mere battle history, Forgotten Warriors gets to the heart of marine
culture to show fighting forces have to both remember and learn. As today's
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armed forces face similar challenges, this book confirms that culture as much as
technology prepares America's fighting men and women to answer their country's
call.
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When the Korean War broke out in 1950, the Marine Corps was ordered to deploy an air-ground brigade in
less than ten days, even though no such brigade existed at the time. Assembled from the woefully
understrength 1st Marine Division and 1st Marine Air Wing units, the Brigade shipped out only six days
after activation, sailed directly to Korea, was in combat within ninety-six hours of landing and, despite these
enormous handicaps and numerically superior enemy forces, won every one of its engagements and helped
secure the Pusan Perimeter.

Despite its remarkable achievements, the Brigade's history has largely been lost amid accounts of the
sweeping operations that followed. Its real history has been replaced by myths that attribute its success to
tough training, great conditioning, unit cohesion, and combat-experienced officers. None of which were true.
T. X. Hammes now reveals the real story of the Brigade's success, prominently citing the Corps' crucial
ability to maintain its ethos, culture, and combat effectiveness during the period between World War II and
Korea, when its very existence was being challenged.

By studying the Corps from 1945 to 1950, Hammes shows that it was indeed the culture of the Corps—a
culture based on remembering its storied history and learning to face modern challenges—that was
responsible for the Brigade's success. The Corps remembered the human factors that made it so successful in
past wars, notably the ethos of never leaving another marine behind. At the same time, the Corps
demonstrated commendable flexibility in adapting its doctrine and operations to evolutions in modern
warfare. In particular, the Corps overcame the air-ground schism that marked the end of World War II to
excel at close air support. Despite massive budget and manpower cuts, the Corps continued to experiment
and learn even at it clung to its historical lodestones. This approach was validated during the Brigade's trial
by fire.

More than a mere battle history, Forgotten Warriors gets to the heart of marine culture to show fighting
forces have to both remember and learn. As today's armed forces face similar challenges, this book confirms
that culture as much as technology prepares America's fighting men and women to answer their country's
call.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An excellent book and a must-read for all students of Korean War history.”—Marine Corps Gazette

“An important case study of institutional adaptation.” --Military Review

“Hammes adds significantly to our understanding of the life-and-death struggle around Pusan to hold off the
North Korean army until MacArthur could launch his amphibious invasion at Inchon. . . . Shows how the
tenacity of this Marine brigade allowed them to emerge victorious against considerable odds.”—Kenneth
Hamburger, author of Leadership in the Crucible: The Korean War Battles of Twin Tunnels and Chipyong-ni

“Applying original research and rich personal experience in the Marine Corps, Colonel Hammes shows how
Corps values and focused training counted more than combat experience and unit cohesion.” --Allan R.
Millett, author of The Korean War, 1950–1951: They Came from the North

From the Back Cover
"Hammes adds significantly to our understanding of the life-and-death struggle around Pusan to hold off the
North Korean army until MacArthur could launch his amphibious invasion at Inchon. . . . Shows how the
tenacity of this Marine brigade allowed them to emerge victorious against considerable odds."--Kenneth
Hamburger, author of Leadership in the Crucible: The Korean War Battles of Twin Tunnels and Chipyong-ni

"Applying original research and rich personal experience in the Marine Corps, Colonel Hammes shows how
Corps values and focused training counted more than combat experience and unit cohesion."--Allan R.
Millett, author of The Korean War, 1950-1951: They Came from the North

About the Author
T. X. Hammes retired from the Marine Corps in July 2005 after thirty years of service. He received his Ph.D.
in modern history from Oxford University and is Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for National
Strategic Studies, National Defense University, and author of The Sling and the Stone: On War in the 21st
Century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Forgotten Warriors: The 1st Provisional Marine
Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War Studies) had been making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
Forgotten Warriors: The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War
Studies) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book
Forgotten Warriors: The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War
Studies). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.



Mary Moore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Forgotten Warriors: The 1st
Provisional Marine Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War Studies) book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question Forgotten Warriors: The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade, the Corps
Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Kurt Hooper:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Forgotten Warriors: The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean
War (Modern War Studies) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Marjorie Ishee:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Forgotten Warriors: The 1st Provisional
Marine Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War Studies) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to
be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Forgotten
Warriors: The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade, the Corps Ethos, and the Korean War (Modern War Studies)
can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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