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"[This book] is well-written, accessible to a variety of readers, thoroughly
researched, original in approach and insight, and broad in its implications. . . .
Akyeampong takes very seriously the challenge of conceiving African history in
terms of indigenous intellectual categories and in terms of the experience of those
involved. Real people come to life in these pages...." - Charles Ambler,
University of Texas"Drink, Power, and Cultural Change" presents a social
history of alcohol in southern Ghana over the past century and a half and
highlights its centrality in the culture of power. Alcohol could bridge the gap
between the spiritual and living worlds, as the blessings of the gods and ancestors
were necessary for success. This made alcohol an indispensable fluid, access to
which was highly contested. Liquor revenues were critical for British
colonialism, while protests against liquor regulations formed a significant part of
local politics and drinking bars were hotbeds of nationalist agitation.
Akyeampong's innovative analysis blends the disciplinary approaches of history,
anthropology, social medicine, theology, and political science. A wide variety of
sources forms the basis of his study, including proverbs, highlife music, comic
opera, popular literature, and photographs in addition to the more familiar
colonial and missionary archives and oral tradition. "Drink, Power, and Cultural
Change" presents a novel lens through which to examine African social history,
and its concern with questions of ritual, gender, power, and health gives it a very
broad appeal.
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"[This book] is well-written, accessible to a variety of readers, thoroughly researched, original in approach
and insight, and broad in its implications. . . . Akyeampong takes very seriously the challenge of conceiving
African history in terms of indigenous intellectual categories and in terms of the experience of those
involved. Real people come to life in these pages...." - Charles Ambler, University of Texas"Drink, Power,
and Cultural Change" presents a social history of alcohol in southern Ghana over the past century and a half
and highlights its centrality in the culture of power. Alcohol could bridge the gap between the spiritual and
living worlds, as the blessings of the gods and ancestors were necessary for success. This made alcohol an
indispensable fluid, access to which was highly contested. Liquor revenues were critical for British
colonialism, while protests against liquor regulations formed a significant part of local politics and drinking
bars were hotbeds of nationalist agitation. Akyeampong's innovative analysis blends the disciplinary
approaches of history, anthropology, social medicine, theology, and political science. A wide variety of
sources forms the basis of his study, including proverbs, highlife music, comic opera, popular literature, and
photographs in addition to the more familiar colonial and missionary archives and oral tradition. "Drink,
Power, and Cultural Change" presents a novel lens through which to examine African social history, and its
concern with questions of ritual, gender, power, and health gives it a very broad appeal.
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Editorial Review

Review
?[This book] is well-written, accessible to a variety of readers, thoroughly researched, original in approach
and insight, and broad in its implications. . . . Akyeampong takes very seriously the challenge of conceiving
African history in terms of indigenous intellectual categories and in terms of the experience of those
involved. Real people come to life in these pages....?-Charles Ambler, University of Texas

About the Author
Emmanuel Kwaku Akyeampong completed his Ph.D. in African history at the University of Virginia in
1993, and is assistant professor of history at Harvard University. His articles on the social and cultural
history of Ghana have appeared in Histoire Sociale

Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry

the International Journal of African Historical Studies

and the Journal of African History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social
History of Alcohol in Ghana, c. 1800 to Recent Times (Social History of Africa) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jose Wilson:

The knowledge that you get from Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social History of Alcohol in Ghana,
c. 1800 to Recent Times (Social History of Africa) could be the more deep you digging the information that
hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social History of Alcohol in Ghana, c. 1800 to Recent
Times (Social History of Africa) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social History of Alcohol in Ghana, c. 1800 to Recent
Times (Social History of Africa) instantly.



Brian Wallace:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social History of Alcohol in Ghana, c. 1800 to Recent Times (Social
History of Africa).

Deanna Jackson:

Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social History of Alcohol in Ghana, c. 1800 to Recent Times (Social
History of Africa) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Drink, Power, and Cultural Change: A Social History of
Alcohol in Ghana, c. 1800 to Recent Times (Social History of Africa) although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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