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Editorial Review

Review

Summer 13 Gottfried Bammes was professor of art at the Dresden Acacemy of Fine Artsin Germany and is
renowned for his anatomic drawing textbooks. Originally published in 2009, this new Complete Guide to
Drawing Animals has been translated from the original German. The book is divided into seven sections,
starting with Gauging Proportion in which the author shows how to establish the main proportions of your
subject using the ratios between the height and length of an animal's body. Set exercisesin plotting basic
proportions will help you to gain a better understanding. The next section deals with body structure, looking
at animals skeletons to help create accurate drawings. Once again, the author sets arange of exercisesto
work through to gain experience, looking at animals at rest and when moving. Large sections are devoted to
individual aspects of animal shapes: the hindquarters, foreleg and front foot, torso shapes, the skull and head
and finally, the complete animal form, including how to capture the markings and textures of animal fur and
hide. There's quite alot of information to take in here, but the author doesn't over complicate the
information, and the final illustrations are relaxed and instinctive, belying the precision and knowledge the
drawings are based on. Leisure Painter, The July 13 Bammes takes a holistic, methodical approach in this
thorough and in-depth title. Readers will learn about the anatomy, balance, and movement of various
animals, aswell as how these aspects differ from the more familiar human figure. One particularly helpful
section is devoted to explaining the proportions of arange of animals, using gridded diagrams. The exercises
included take the form of suggestions and tips that are open to the readers' interpretation and
experimentation. VERDICT Best suited to serious intermediate and advanced artists. Library Journal, USA
Aug 13 If you have room for only book on how to draw animals on your bookshelf - this hasto beit. Thisis
an absolutely stunning, detailed guide ideal for both beginners and experts aike. There are complex studies
of skulls, bodies and musculature showing how they exist and how they should be drawn. Help isgiven on
achieving the right proportions, perspective as well as plotting the rise and fall of the body surface. The
instructions cover arange of popular animals including cats (both large and small), horses, dogs, gorillas and
cows. Both domestic and wild animals are used as examples and are portrayed in avariety of posesand in
different types of media. Although thisis not a step by step guide, any artist working through this book will
provide all the techniques and knowledge necessary to be able to draw an lifelike animal. All the
explanations are extremely informative - detail is the keynote of this book. 5 stars. Monstersandcritics.com
Sept 13 If you have seen Mr Bammes' earlier work The Complete Guide to Life Drawing (also reviewed on
this site) then you will be familiar with his style. If not, prepare for an impressively exhaustive coursein
drawing. Most art books teach you how to draw the outside of something, but here you are also instructed
about what is inside the subjects you are drawing. Getting the structure right is after all more likely to result
in alifelike representation, and this book goesinto anatomy in some depth. There are pictures of skeletons
and proportions all marked out, which is very helpful. Each chapter also contains plenty of thingsto try out
for yourself, including observation of your would-be subjects. To its detriment, at times there is rather too
much information about anatomy. Reading through pages of this type of thing if you are interested in
drawing rather than training to be a vet can be more than alittle daunting, as well as difficult to understand.
Skipping through and concentrating on the drawing alone is not quite enough to truly grasp it al, so | would
recommend this book to those who are truly determined to master the art of drawing animals rather than the
dabbler. Some prior knowledge of (or at least interest in) anatomy would be a help too but if thisis you then
after having worked through this book you should be pretty au fait with the art of wildlife drawing.
Myshelf.com Mar 13 Thisis aweighty and impressive tome that is, | think, more likely to appeal to the
serious, maybe even semi-professional artist than to the beginner. To befair to it, it makes no claim to be an
introduction. Thefirst thing that strikes you, looking through it, is how few actual complete drawings there
are and that, for the most part. those you get are very loose and quite sketchy. Again, thisisn't a book that



aims to impress by wizardry. Rather, it's a comprehensive and progressive guide that proceeds by looking at
structure and anatomy - differences between, say, herbivores and carnivores come as sub-headingsin
chapters such as The Hindquarters. Based on a German original, the book has quite aliteral approach, but is
invaluable if you want to get the details of your work absolutely correct and it's something to be worked
through rather than dipped into. Used in this way, it could keep you occupied for anything up to ayear and
leave you very proficient indeed at the end. Whether you think it's for you very much depends on whether
you want such an exhaustive (and potentially exhausting) approach. It's pretty much one of akind and
certainly not for the faint-hearted. If you're of sterner stuff, though, | think you could loveit.
Artbookreview.net May 13 This very thorough guide progresses through detailed lessons covering structure,
anatomy and articulation long before any completed work is encountered. Although the publisher pitchesit
as suitable for the beginner, it is more suited to the serious student who is prepared to put in the hours of
study it requires. It is also worth noting that the animals covered tend to be larger and almost exclusively
wild, from big cats and horses to elephants. If you are serious about drawing animals, this will reward you
fully, but the less serious student might find it a bit overwhelming. Artist, The May 13 Thisis an incredible
guide to drawing animals. Based on the theory that if you understand the structure, you can draw the form,
this book provides detailed diagrams and instruction to help you draw animals accurately. The book looks at
skeletal structure, torso shape, proportion, perspective and more. The selection of animals both domestic and
wild isvaried. Animals are shown in different, natural, life-like poses. The book shows how to capture
natural animal poses and movement. A variety of media has been used to capture these wonderful drawings.
This book provides athorough grounding suitable for any artists no matter what their skill. | love the tigers,
dogs and orang utang best. Thisis recommended for anyone trying to draw animals. Karen Platt

Y arnsandfabrics.co.uk/crafts

About the Author

Gottfried Bammesis an art instructor at the College of Fine Artsin Dresden, Germany. He is the author of
"Complete Guide to Life Drawing."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jon Cerrone:

The book Complete Guide to Drawing Animals gives you the sense of being enjoy for your sparetime. You
can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Complete Guide to Drawing
Animals to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or al subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like available and read a book
Complete Guide to Drawing Animals. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tyrone Hogans:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Complete Guide to Drawing Animals seemed to be making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book Complete Guide to Drawing Animalsis not only giving you alot more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend



time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Complete Guide to Drawing Animals. You
never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Adam Gutierrez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Complete Guide to Drawing
Animalsthat give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So, for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can
pick Complete Guide to Drawing Animals become your own personal starter.

TravisMahon:

Beside that Complete Guide to Drawing Animalsin your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Complete Guide to Drawing Animals because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
thiswith your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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