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One prevalent socio-cultural structure that is peculiar to South Asia is caste,
which is broadly understood in socio-anthropological terms as an institution of
ranked, hereditary and occupational groups.

This book discusses the enigmatic persistence of caste in the lives of South
Asians as they step into the twenty-first century. It investigates the limits of
sociological and secular historical analysis of the caste system in South Asia and
argues for ways of describing life-forms generated by caste on the subcontinent
that supplement the accounts of caste in the social sciences. By focusing on the
literary, oral, visual and spiritual practices of one particular group of ex-
untouchables in western India called ‘Mahars’, the author suggests that one can
understand caste not as an essence that is responsible for South Asia’s
backwardness, but as a constellation of variegated practices that are in a constant
state of flux and cannot be completely encapsulated within a narrative of nation-
building, modernization and development.
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Editorial Review

Review
'[A]n important attempt at theorizing caste in the context of the recent debated on colonial modernity.' -
Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, New Zealand Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 9, No. 2, December 2007

About the Author

 Debjani Ganguly is Director, Research Development, at the Centre for Cross-Cultural Research, Australian
National University. She has published in the areas of postcolonial theory, caste and dalit studies, new
literatures in English, and Indian literary criticism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Caste, Colonialism and
Counter-Modernity: Notes on a Postcolonial Hermeneutics of Caste that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means
for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Caste, Colonialism and
Counter-Modernity: Notes on a Postcolonial Hermeneutics of Caste become your own starter.

Aurelio Ashley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Caste, Colonialism and Counter-Modernity: Notes on a Postcolonial
Hermeneutics of Caste this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suited all of you.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Caste, Colonialism and Counter-Modernity: Notes



on a Postcolonial Hermeneutics of Caste can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Caste, Colonialism and Counter-Modernity: Notes on a Postcolonial Hermeneutics of Caste.

William Sam:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book Caste, Colonialism and Counter-Modernity: Notes on a Postcolonial Hermeneutics of Caste.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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